GUIDELINES FOR CANTORS
revised 9-09
PREPARING FOR MASS

· dress appropriately

· look over music before arriving to mass

· vocalize and arrive warmed up, ready to sing

· arrive no later than 15 minutes before mass begins

· arrive no later than 30 minutes before a funeral/wedding mass begins

· set up music and check the microphone

DURING MASS

· be attentive to the liturgy, participate fully and enthusiastically

· lead with authority

· listen for the singing of the assembly
· sit in the assembly when possible
GREETING & ANNOUNCING

· there is no call to worship by the lector at the beginning of mass
· greet the congregation and welcome them, especially guests, before announcing the gathering song
· speak slowly so all can understand

· repeat hymnal numbers

· announce the communion hymn over light accompaniment, allow a few measures to go by before announcing

THE PSALM

· allow a brief moment of silence after the first reading before beginning the psalm

· bow to the altar before approaching the ambo and again after leaving the ambo
· pray the psalm, try to memorize the refrain

· do not rush through the text, sing the phrases as you would speak them

· smile and be confident

MASS PARTS & ACCLAMATIONS

· remain standing during the entire Eucharistic prayer, bow with priest during consecration

· gesture to the assembly to begin acclamations, remain a few feet back from the microphone letting the assembly sing

MONTHLY REHEARSAL

· all cantors are expected to attend the entirety of each monthly rehearsal

· cantors are allowed two (2) absences per year

· cantors must contact the Director of Music if s/he is not able to attend rehearsal
· if absence is unexcused, it is the decision of the Director of Music to whether or not to schedule the cantor during that month
SCHEDULING

· the Director of Music will schedule cantors on a monthly basis

· present a list of conflicts no later than one week before the scheduled monthly rehearsal, if conflicts are not received, it is assumed cantors are available
· if a cantor is scheduled and cannot cantor, it is his/her responsibility to find a replacement; call the Director of Music to inform of the change – if a replacement cannot be found contact the Director of Music immediately
CONTACT SHEET
Brian Kuzmin

Director of Music & Liturgy

833-7701/860-6080

brian.kuzmin@olp.org

Heidi Arnold

838-2894
harnold@sgs-online.org

Mary Ann Arnold

866-1077

arn6of8@yahoo.com
Dolores Griswold

833-4312

dgriswold@mercyhurst.edu

Debby Holmes

838-6306
debbysshop@gmail.com

Lesley Lopez

453-7889
leslopez62@yahoo.com

Ione Resch

790-4950
iresch@svhs.org

Marilyn Rieger

838-3462

marilyn@teamrieger.com

Alyssa Strzalka
835-5242

arosearrow@aim.com

