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OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH ERIE, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk… 
To my Spiritual Family of Our Lady of Peace- 

Happy New Year (liturgically speaking) and a blessed 
Advent to you! The word advent comes from the Latin “adventus” 
which means “coming.” We ready ourselves for the Second Coming 
of Christ at the Final Judgment while remembering the true 
meaning of His first coming on that first Christmas Day. Advent 
has been a period of preparation for over 1,500 years of the 
Church’s tradition and has seen as a time for new beginnings. 

As Advent is a season of new beginnings it is a great time 
to experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation which is THE 
Sacrament of new beginnings. Advent is the season of preparing for 
Jesus...Reconciliation is THE Sacrament which prepares us to 
commune with Him more fully and effectively. So there is no more 
appropriate and effective way to prepare for the gift of Christ and 
Christmas than to experience Reconciliation.  

With that in mind, the 30 Catholic parishes in Erie County 
are participating in a national campaign called “The Light is On for 
You.” This Wednesday, December 5th, all these churches (including 
OLP) will be open for Confession from 5-7pm (the Christ Candle in 
the church as well as the light in the confessional will be on!). There 
is a separate section for this in this bulletin but I would just say 
here that all are welcome to come and I would encourage you to 
take advantage of this great initiative at any of the churches- 
wherever you are most comfortable. Also if you or anyone you 
know has been away from the Catholic Church or confession for a 
while do not let that stop you from receiving this great gift of 
God’s mercy and peace, or inviting them to do so. I can promise 
you that any priest you go to in Erie County will be greatly pleased 
that you are there and will not condemn or judge you. 

In addition to this special opportunity this week, we are 
again coordinating four Penance Services with the other west Erie 
parishes which are….Our Lady of Peace- Sunday, December 16th at 
6pm; Blessed Sacrament-Wednesday, December 12th at 7pm; St. 
George- Sunday, December 9th at 7PM and St. Jude- Thursday, 
December 20th at 7pm. We will also have individual confessions 
available after every Sunday morning Mass in Advent; as well as 
after all Masses on Saturday, December 22nd (8am and 5pm) and 
Monday, December 24th (7am and 12:10pm). Also, we will 
continue our practice of individual confessions on all the Saturdays 
of Advent from 3:45-4:45pm. And as always Fr. Kyle and I would 
be happy to set up an appointment with you for Confession if these 
other opportunities do not fit your schedule. I cannot encourage 
you enough to take advantage of this great Sacrament this Advent. 

May God bless our First Week of Advent ahead!  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Rich 
 

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. pray for us! 
St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. pray for us! 
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the Catholic 
Church of the USA… pray for us! 
St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us! 
St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us! 
 
Other notes from the pastor… 
**New Year’s Resolutions As I mentioned above, Advent offers us 

the opportunity for new beginnings. As we start a new liturgical 
year, it is a great time to recommit ourselves to new or old 
“spiritual resolutions.” Consider coming to daily Mass, praying the 
rosary regularly (communal rosary at OLP is M-F at 11:40am), 
fasting, spending time daily in meditation, reading the Bible, 
stopping by the church regularly for a visit, attending our Presence 
Series on Monday nights (see below), or whatever else God inspires 
you to do. This spiritual preparation can help us keep the true 
meaning of Christmas in focus and it can help us not become 
consumed with the “other” Christmas preparations of shopping, 
baking, wrapping, planning, cooking, decorating, etc., etc,. So 
think and pray about what your personal New Year’s spiritual 
resolutions could be, make a commitment, stick with it and I 
promise you that will truly encounter Christ more fully this 
Christmas! 
**FORMED (Catholic On Demand) Kick Off and Promotion THIS 
WEEKEND THIS weekend (December 1/2) where we 
introduce the program at all the Masses and information on how to 
use it will be given. Please see elsewhere in the bulletin the 
information on how to set up an account with our parish password. 
As a way to invite the parish to experience some of the great 
content that FORMED offers, we will have a 3 week study on their 
program called “Presence: the Mystery of the Eucharist” the 
Mondays of Advent (December 3, 10 and 17) which will be held in 
the church from 6:30-8pm and will include the videos plus 
discussion groups. 
**Boy Scout Christmas Garage Sale/Pancake Breakfast with Santa
 This weekend are two great events in preparation for 
Christmas that I thought flew under the radar last year. The Boy 
Scout Used Christmas items garage sale takes place Saturday and 
Sunday (December 1 and 2), and the monthly Knights of Columbus 
Pancake Breakfast welcomes Santa Claus to OLP from 8am-11am 
on Sunday (December 2nd). I highly encourage you to take 
advantage of both in your Christmas preparations. 
**The National Bioethics Center End-of-Life Hotline A 24 hour 
ethics consultation service free of charge for those dealing with end
-of-life issues (specifically what care we are obligated to receive or 
provide for family) is available at (215) 877-2660. 
**A Review of the Catholic Church’s Expectations on Funerals and 
Burials  Regarding Cremation-  ONE- It is permissible for Catholics 
to be cremated so long as it is not done in rejection of our belief in 
the resurrection of the body at the second coming of Jesus Christ. 
TWO- we are expected to bury our deceased loved ones in blessed 
ground (Catholic cemetery OR a grave in a public cemetery that is 
blessed at the Committal Service after the Funeral). It is not 
therefore acceptable to leave cremated remains in an urn in our 
homes or have them scattered somewhere outside of a cemetery. 

Other points… THREE- please always consult with your 
pastor or the priest who will be presiding over the Rite of Christian 
Burial with you BEFORE making any final plans or traveling 
arrangements. Some days and times may not work for the priest’s 
or church’s schedule and it can be difficult if people have already 
purchased flight tickets, etc (the flexibility of the family is 
appreciated). Please do not arrange the funeral date and time with 
the mentality that the funeral home will find me a priest. Fr. Kyle 
and I want to pray with you and appreciate the opportunity to be a 
part of the conversation to find a time that works for everyone.  



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 2, 2018 

A Family Perspective 
At this time of the year we are very conscious of our 

family as we make preparations for Christmas. Today’s 
gospel warns us not to be consumed by all the 

consumer activity. This Advent appreciate the gift of 
people in your life. The best gift this season might be 

your appreciation of others. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
 

Elementary (Grades K-5) - Religious Ed meets this Sunday, December 2, 
2018 from 10:30 am to 12:15 in the school. Dismissal is from the 
cafeteria.  
The first grade retreat is December 2 from 10:30AM to 1:00PM. Students 
will be dismissed from the cafeteria. Parents are invited to the cafeteria at 
12:30 to help with the service project. We will be decorating gift bags for 
the children who visit the Emmaus Soup Kitchen. 
 

Secondary (Grades 6-10) - Classes meet this Sunday, December 2, 2018 
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in the school.  
 

Confirmation (Grade 11) - Formation classes next meet Sunday, December 
9, 2018 from 6 to 8 pm in the school. 
 

All forms can be found on our website under the  
Faith Formation tab at www.olp.org 

For more info please contact Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Director,  
at 838-9983 or Tammie.mang@olp.org 

 

Christmas Decoration Sale: 
OLP School Cafeteria 
Saturday, December 1st       5:00PM - 7:00PM 
Sunday, December 2nd      8:00AM – 1:00PM 

 

The OLP Knights of Columbus  
will be having their Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday morning with a special visit from 
Santa as well. 

 

Donations from this sale of Christmas  
decorations will benefit Troop 59 activities. 

Any questions please contact: 
Gary Baran, 814-464-3446. 

Our Lady of Peace Boy Scout Troop 59 
Christmas Decorations Sale 

The Knights of Columbus Council  
of Our Lady of Peace  
will hold their monthly  

Pancake Breakfast with a visit 
from Santa! 

Sunday, December 2, 2018  
OLP Cafeteria from 8:00 to 11:00AM 

Adults $7 Children $4  5 & Under Free 
Now Accepting Credit Cards 

Breakfast and a picture with SANTA! 
Join us for the “Best Breakfast Deal” in 
town, and support your KofC organization.  

Like us on FaceBook: 
 www.facebook.com/kofc11454/ 

FOUR- our Rite of Christian Burial includes 3 parts- first, 
the Vigil Service at the Funeral Home. The church encourages an 
opportunity for visitation, viewing and prayer at a funeral home or 
other site. This is because it allows for closure in seeing our loved 
one laid out as well as an opportunity for our family and friends to 
offer their support. To skip this step is to short-change the grieving 
process and makes it more difficult for our friends and family to 
reach out to us. The second part of the Rite is the funeral Mass at 
the Church. There is no greater prayer that we can offer for our 
loved one than the Catholic Mass and so the best thing we can do 
for the soul of our loved one who has died (and for all of us who 
remain) is to celebrate a Funeral Mass. To choose to have a funeral 
service at the funeral home suggests a severe lack of understanding 
and appreciation for the significance of the Mass. Even if someone 
is not Catholic or has been a way from the church, it could still be 
appropriate to have a Mass so please investigate this with the priest 
involved before you make your own assumptions. The third part of 
the Rite is the Committal Service at the cemetery. This brings 
prayerful closure and helps us make a connection to their final place 
of rest. Even if the Committal is done at a later date, it is still 
appropriate to ask a priest or deacon to lead you in that prayer 
(and Fr. Kyle and I are happy to do that for and with you!). FIVE- I 
encourage everyone to make their funeral arrangements NOW with 
the points above in mind. This helps both the family that remains to 
not have to worry about the details as they are grieving and it helps 
the deceased in that they are ensured of getting the funeral they 
desire. 

Young People’s  
Chorus of Erie  

Concert 
Friday, December 7th       7:00PM 

Our Lady of Peace Church 
 Dr. Gabrielle Dietrich, Artistic Director & Conductor 
 Joyce Kriner & Emily Cabanillas, Pianists 
 Featuring YPC Erie Choirs: 

Chorale - Concert Chorus - Young Men’s Chorus - Cantare 
 

Tickets: Adults $10   Children $5  For more info 

or tickets, call YPC Office 814.898.6789x1. 





Special Parish Invitation to be a part of the OLP School Advent Project. 

ADVENT PROJECT: CELEBRATING  
31st ANNIVERSARY OF GIVING 

 

It began in 1987, when a representative from the Erie City Mission spoke to the fourth grade, telling 
them about less fortunate children in other parts of our city. It was difficult for students to imagine 
children who wished not for toys, but for new mittens or warm socks. Teachers Elaine Cleary and Joni 
Blackman suggested they could show real Christmas spirit by foregoing their own Kris-Kringle gifts 
and giving to others. Parent, Roberta Geib enlisted the support of other parents who helped their 
children have a direct role in choosing and wrapping gifts, making cards and supplying homemade 
cookies. That year, while students in all other grades were exchanging gifts, those fourth graders 
stood alone, proud and satisfied they had done something good for others. Their gift sent the 
message of what Christmas is really about and by 1989 this became a school-wide tradition at Our Lady of Peace School. 
 

For the last seven years, we have invited the parish community to join us in our charitable giving. Once again, we are asking 
those of you in our parish to be part of our Advent projects. Many charities, and many adults and children, have benefited 
from the generosity of OLP School throughout the years. It is with a great sense of pride that we share with you our plans 
for this Christmas season. 
 

PRE-SCHOOL / KINDERGARTEN Catholic Charities     www.eriercd.org/charities.asp 
Pre-School will be collecting pajamas for those in need. The kindergarten students will be collecting new baby items. Ideas are: bibs, baby 
blankets, diapers, baby shampoo/lotions, sleepers, etc. Pre-School and Kindergarten hopes that these pajamas and baby items for the 
on-site closet at the Catholic Charities Mother/Infant Program will help new mothers have baby accessories that will help their babies be 
happy and healthy. 
FIRST GRADE    Kids’ Café         www.emmauserie.org 
The first grade collects monies to support this agency that provides impoverished children ages 6 to 17 with a home away from home 
after their school day ends. The Café helps neighborhood children with homework, provides recreational activities, and a hot meal before 
they go home. 
SECOND GRADE   Highmark Caring Place  www.highmarkcaringplace.com 
The second grade is earning and saving money for the center to help with the activities designed to help those who have lost loved ones. 
The students want them to know they have our love and support. 
THIRD GRADE    Erie Dawn              www.eriedawn.info 
The third grade will be collecting donations of money throughout the advent season to assist Erie Dawn in helping impoverished women 
find safe affordable housing. Grade three is excited about helping women find hope for themselves and their children. 
FOURTH & FIFTH GRADE  SSJ Neighborhood Network        www.ssjnn.org 
The fourth and fifth grades can help the Neighborhood Network in many ways. They are in need of hygiene products such as shampoo, 
soap, deodorant, and toothpaste. Cleaning and laundry products are needed as well as toilet paper and paper towels. Fourth and fifth 
grade hopes their donations will help the Sisters of St. Joseph supply people with things we take for granted. 
SIXTH GRADE    Mercy Center for Women              www.mcwerie.org 
The sixth graders are collecting paper products such as paper towels, toilet tissue, tissues and/or garbage bags, or women’s products. 
They hope these items or a monetary donation will contribute to safe secure homes for the homeless women and children that are 
served by the Mercy Center for Women. 
SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE  St. Patrick’s Haven               www.stpatrickshaven.org 
The seventh & eighth graders are donating money, coffee, creamer, tube socks, spray deodorant, soap, shampoo and men’s gloves to 
aid the temporary residence for homeless men in Erie. They feel it is important to remember those who others 
sometimes overlook and give these men a brighter Christmas season. 

This project helps all of us focus on the true meaning of Christmas.  
It is in giving that we receive!     Help us help others! 

 

Parishioners: Please mark your items for each grade and return 
them to the church office no later than Wednesday, December 19th. 

 

Join the OLP Community for an Advent Prayer Service, held in Church, where representatives will 
accept all donations on Thursday, December 20, 2018, at 2:00PM. 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 



Q U I N N
F U N E R A L  H O M E

728 West 9th Street 455-2349
William M. Lyden, Supervisor

Treating Every Body Like Family

Hertel & Brown

PHYSICAL
& AQUATIC

THERAPY

www.hertelandbrown.com

• West Erie    • Sterrettania     • Harborcreek • Summit • Warren
Plaza            836-1970             464-0660           866-5930 406-7384

456-6000

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Ensure Your
HEALTHCARE WISHES
ARE HONORED
by family & medical staff.

Get peace of mind with a MIDEO® Card.
A powerful tool carried in your wallet for medical teams to instantly scan,
watch and listen to your customized video with your healthcare wishes.
Empower your family to do what you want in critical medical situations.

Call Dr. Ferdinando Mirarchi today for personal and private consultation*

1-844-MIDEO-4U or learn more at www.MIDEOcard.com *Most insurances accepted

MIDEO™

My Informed Decision
on VidEO
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Geiger & Sons

814-838-3588
Across from Trinity Cemetery

CEMETERY MEMORIALS
GRANITE KITCHEN COUNTERTOPS

Because Every
Life is Worth
Remembering

3803 West 26th Street
Erie, PA 16506
(814) 833-7816

www.ericsonmemorials.com

Ericson
MEMORIAL STUDIOS

Linda King linda@ericsonmemorials.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Jim Lyons
Financial
Advisor

CFP, AAMS
2316 W. 8th St.

459-8657

www.edwardjones.com



Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Partners: Garett J., Austin, J., Carl R., & Leo J. Brugger III

1595 West 38th Street • 864-4864
www.bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Dr. Maria Orlando • Dr. Carla Orlando
3235 W. 38th St., Erie, PA 16506

814-833-8860
www.orlandodmd.com

George Winston Co

Plumbing - Heating

Air Conditioning

454-0752
www.georgewinstonplumbing.com

Plumbers on

Plum St.

Excellence In
Roofing Since

1890

PA029146
Ph. 814-452-2640

Fax: 814-453-3973
Commercial/Industrial Roofing & Sheet Metal

1404 East Ave., Erie, PA 16503

814.835.2222 www.goecca.com
Cynthia Berarducci
REALTOR®

Residential Relocation Specialist

Member Million Dollar Club

Parishioner

3738 Sterrettania Road

Erie, PA 16506

Office: (814) 835-1200 Ext. 25

Cell: (814) 392-9130

Email: cberarducci@howardhanna.com

www.howardhanna.com

703900 Our Lady of Peace Church (A)

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

5127 Zuck Road

814-833-7733

www.esserfamilydental.com

Robert P. Esser, D.D.S.

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

www.jspaluch.com                                                       ForAds: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Shawnee Optical
The eyecare experts who help you save.

2203 West 38th St. 128 W. 12th St. 2240 East 38th St.

838-2020 456-9925 824-3937

MILLER
OVERHEAD DOOR CO.

838-3874
2540 Manchester Road

SSeerrvviicceeMMAASSTTEERR CCoonnttrraacctt
SSeerrvviicceess  bbyy  UUvveeggeess

CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  CClleeaanniinngg  SSeerrvviicceess

Carpets • Rugs • Resilient Floors

Janitorial Services

881144--882255--66004400

Management Opportunities
Kevin Kupniewski

kevjk4@aol.com

814-431-8370

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Keith C. Schloss, DMD
4020 Sterrettania Rd.

Erie, PA 16506
814-835-3740

DARLENE
VLAHOS

Attorney At Law
3305 Pittsburgh Ave.

Erie, PA 16508
Estate Planning
Probate Estates

Guardianship
Real Estate

814-616-6605
darlene@vlahoslaw.com

AFS TAX SERVICES
WALTER D. FEDEROWICZ

35 YEARS OF TAX PREPARATION EXPERIENCE
PAYROLL SERVICES AVAILABLE

814-453-4981 2308 W. 8TH ST., ERIE, PA, 16505

JE
HILBRICH

ELECTRIC, INC.
454-3809

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-945-6629

We focus on life
Visit Our Website

www.lakelandhospice.com
2221A Peninsula Drive

Erie Pa. 16506

Tel: 814-838-0511

Social Security
Seminar

How does Social Security
fit into my retirement

income plan? When should I
start taking benefits?

What about taxes?

When: Tuesday Dec. 18th

from 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Where: Edward Jones,

2701 Evanston Ave.
Ste. 101, Erie, PA

RSVP: 814.838.3031
Zac Wild

Certified Financial Planner™

John Ehrman’s

1620 W. 8th St. 456-6211

PLUMBING & HEATING
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES
WMTSPAEDER.COM

814.456.7014
1602 East 18th Street • Erie, PA 16510

Francis V. 

Kloecker
Funeral Home, Inc.

Mark F.V.
Kloecker, FD

Supervisor

2502 Sassafras Street

814-454-0156
www.kloeckerfuneralhome.com



Confession: 
Wednesday, December 5th 

5:00 - 7:00PM 
 

Advent Penance Service 
Sunday, December 16, 2018 

6:00PM     
Our Lady of Peace Church 

 

OLP Seniors Group 
The OLP Seniors Group will meet on 

 

Thursday, December 6th 12:00PM 
Shriners     38th & Zuck Rd 
 for their Christmas Party  

Please bring unwrapped new toy for donation.  
 

Call Mary, 864-0217, or Diane 836-7565, or by 
email: OLPSeniors@gmail.com for more information. 

Thank you from the OLP Rosary Society 
 

The Rosary Society welcomed Gina Allison, a Program Director for 
Erie Dawn, as their guest speaker. Gina spoke of the program which 
provides housing and hope to local women. The donations pictured 
below are items for setting up a home. 
 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
donated. 
 

Pictured from left to 
right: Fr. Rich 
Toohey, Chris 
DeRosa, Gina 

Allison, Pat 
Mackowski, Marilyn 

Mackowski and 
Mary Szocki. 

 

   The Knights of Columbus of OLP are having a raffle benefiting Our Lady 
  of Peace parish & school projects called the “12 Knights of Christmas.”  
  A drawing will be will be held over a 12 day period before Christmas.  
 The first drawing on December 13, and a drawing would be held over each of the  

next eleven days, ending on Christmas Eve. The winner on each day would receive the gift 
for that particular day PLUS all the gifts from the proceeding day’s drawings. The final day 

winner would receive ALL the gifts plus the TV.  
$10.00  - 1 Ticket       $20.00 - 3 Tickets 

The prizes for each day’s drawings are: 

 1.    Knights of Columbus Breakfast Tickets (2) 
 2.    Camping Lanterns 
 3.    Box of Romolo Chocolates 
 4.    Beer & Pop Warehouse Gift Certificate 
 5.    3 Wine Bottle Gift Set (must be 21) 
 6.    Bagless Stick Vacuum 
 7.    $50 Dinner Ultimate Gift Cards 
 8.    Drill Kit 
 9.    Streaming Media Player 
10.   Keurig Coffee Maker 
11.   Tickets to Playhouse, Phil & Pops, $50 Meal Card 
12.   58” Samsung TV with Sound Bar 

Tickets  
may be  

purchased  
in the 

Church Office 

Your Augustine Institute Catholic Media kiosk in the 
back vestibule has a variety of books, CDs and 
rosaries to help your faith and the faith of those you 
love, grow. These make 
great stocking stuffers too! 
Matthew Arnold’s acclaimed 
presentation of a modern 
saint is one of the many CD 
titles that we have available. 
We also have beautiful 
wooden rosaries made by 
Vietnamese Sisters to support 
their orphanages that care 
for blind children. Cost is only $3 each. 
Please browse our kiosk where you will find CDs, 
books and pamphlets that will deepen your 
understanding of our Catholic faith. Give an 
uplifting gift to those you care about. 
 

The Augustine Institute:  
helping to keep Christ in Christmas! 
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