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OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH ERIE, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk… 
To my Spiritual Family of Our Lady of Peace- 

Happy days of Late Advent! We continue our spirit of 
waiting on the Lord and pleading with our God to come more fully 
into our hearts and lives this Christmas. We also allow our 
anticipation to grow as we approach the great feasts ahead and 
prepare to give thanks for the incredible gift of the Christ-child, the 
Word made flesh. Remember that on Christmas day we will be 
asked to genuflect during the words of the Creed, “and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man” in an 
effort to reinforce the amazing truth that Christmas represents. We 
truly adore our God who loves us so much that He would humble 
himself in order to restore our Communion with Him through Jesus.   

I hope you received the Advent/Christmas letter I sent this 
past week reminding you of all the liturgies and opportunities in the 
coming Christmas Season. Please see below for a review of them. 
As a part of that letter I also included an invitation to our Parish 
Appreciation Dinner to all of our parish volunteers. See below for 
more details on that as well. 

For all of you who are travelling elsewhere for Christmas, I 
wish you a Merry Christmas as well as safe travels to wherever this 
wonderful season leads you.  

May God bless our fourth week of Advent and our 
Christmas Season ahead!  
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Rich 
 

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. pray for us! 
St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. pray for us! 
St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us! 
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the Catholic 
Church of the USA… pray for us! 
St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us! 
 

Other notes from the pastor… 
**Christmas Octave Every year I emphasize the importance 
of the entire Christmas Octave when we celebrate the truth and joy 
of Christmas in an intensified way for 8 days liturgically (Dec. 25-
Jan.1). All the Masses are celebrated as if it is Christmas day with 
the Gloria, song and all the decorations. Consider going to an extra 
Mass or two or engage in other spiritual practices during the 
Octave to say thank you to God for the blessings of Christmas! 
**Christmas Gloria The Gloria returns to Mass on 
Christmas Eve as we join the Angels who sang the opening line of 
the Gloria on that first Christmas Night! 
**Christmas Season  The Christmas Season lasts for almost 
3 weeks. Highlights include the Feast of the Holy Family (Sunday, 
December 30th), Mary the Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation, 
Tuesday, January 1st), the Epiphany (Sunday, January 6th where we 
will have the Proclamation of the dates for Easter and other 
significant dates of the Liturgical Year). The Christmas Season will 
conclude on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on Sunday, 
January 13th when we will have Solemn Evening Prayer with 
Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament at 6pm (after Adoration 
from 5:15pm-6pm). 
**Epiphany Concert Christmas doesn’t end on Christmas 
Day! Mark your calendars now and plan to celebrate the season  
with song and fellowship! Enjoy favorite Christmas selections and 

sing along to classic carols. OLP Music Ministry will be hosting the 
Epiphany Concert, “Star of Wonder,” on Sunday, January 6, 2019, 
at 2:00PM. 
**Erie Night to Shine Our Lady of Peace is excited to 
announce that we have been selected as a host parish for Night to 
Shine, sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation. Night to Shine is a 
prom night experience for people ages 14 and older with special 
needs. The complimentary event will be held at the Concourse of 
Union Station of Friday, February 8, 2019, from 6 to 9PM. NTS 
guests receive a red carpet welcome w/paparazzi, hair, makeup and 
shoe shine stations, corsages and 
boutonnieres, dinner, photos, dancing and 
a crowning ceremony. Caregivers are also 
invited to gather to socialize and enjoy 
snacks in a respite area. Night to Shine ‘19 will take place 
simultaneously at over 600 churches throughout the world. 
Volunteers are needed to be buddies to the guests as well as in 
many other areas of NTS. For more info, to register as guests or 
volunteers, please visit: www.NTSErie.org. Visit and “like” the Erie 
Night to Shine FaceBook page. Questions, email 
NTSErie@gmail.com or call Linda Hennigan: 814-504-0581. 
Sponsorships available: $500 -Tiaras; $500 -Crowns; $750 -Dance 
Floor Surround; $300 -Videographer; $1,500 -Appetizers for 
Respite Area; $300 -Musicians for Respite Area; $50 -Red Carpet & 
Stanchions. A Fundraiser Fitness Class will be held on Saturday, 
December 29th from 10-11:30AM in the OLP Gym, led by 
Revelation Wellness instructor, Heather Konopka Gerlach. E-Mail: 
heather.simplynatural@gmail.com for more info. 
**We will hold our Parish Appreciation Dinner for all of our parish 
volunteers who help in any capacity at the church to support our 
mission. The dinner will be held Saturday, January 19th in the OLP 
Cafeteria. Our gathering begins immediately following the 5:00pm 
Mass (around 6:15pm) with social time, dinner served at 6:45pm. 
This is a chance for our generous volunteers to be served, as they 
have been the servants in their ministries. If you volunteer, in any 
way, for the parish and can join us, please make a reservation by 
stopping by the parish office, calling 814-833-7701, or emailing 
olp@olp.org by Noon on Friday, January 11th. 
**Holy Land Pilgrimage  I will lead a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land of Israel from October 26-November 5, 2019. Cost: $4,299 
per person and includes 1 night in Tel Aviv, 2 nights in Tiberias on 
the Sea of Galilee, and 6 nights in Jerusalem w/airfare, hotels, 
breakfast/dinner each day (lunch not included). Highlights include 
Nazareth, the Jordan River, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem. See the 
actual locations of almost all of the mysteries of the Rosary: 
JOYFUL- the Annunciation, Visitation, Nativity, the Presentation 
and Finding in the Temple; LUMINOUS- the Baptism of the Lord, 
the Wedding Feast of Cana, the Proclamation of the Kingdom (Mt. 
of Beatitudes), Transfiguration and the Last Supper; All the 
SORROWFUL on the Via Dolorosa; and 4 of the 5 GLORIOUS- 
Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost, and Assumption (we will only 
not get to see the location of the Coronation of Mary since it 
happened in Heaven!). Believe me when I say that if you go you will 
never read the Bible or pray the Rosary the same again! Check out 
www.pilgrimages.com/frtoohey or stop by the office for flyer on 
this great opportunity. 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 23, 2018 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 SUNDAY, December 23, 2018 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   7:30AM Parishioners 
   9:00AM Frank Petrungar, Sr. -  
   Nick & Gloria Marinelli 
 11:00AM Richard Brazus - Wife, Marcia 
  4:30PM  Rose Buto - Family 
 
MONDAY, December 24, 2018 
 7:00AM Jamie Lynn Arnold - Mary Abbott 
12:10PM Dennis Drake - Wife 
          Confession available after each Mass 

TUESDAY, December 25, 2018 
The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas 
10:00AM Carolyn Brabender -  
   Maribeth & John Cray 

MONDAY, December 24, 2018 
Christmas Eve  
 5:00PM Bill DeLuca - Family 
 7:30PM Michael & Marianne Fetzer -  
   Tom & June Carr 
Midnight 12:00AM Parishioners 

 WEDNESDAY, December 26, 2018 
 7:00AM Gertrude Milkowski -  
   Joe & Dianne Yochim 
12:10PM Edward Karpinski - Children 
 
THURSDAY, December 27, 2018 
7:00AM Carl Coates - Mom & Dad 
12:10PM John Wojtkielewicz -  
   Marge & Family 
   1:30PM Mass at Parkside:  
   Vinnie Smith - Family 
 
FRIDAY, December 28, 2018 
 7:00AM Joe Ott, Sr. - Friends 
12:10PM Jim Coates - Peggy Hoffman 
 
SATURDAY, December 29, 2018 
8:00AM Ann Cuzzola -  
  Husband, Joe & Daughter, Amy 
5:00PM Jean Stebell - CP Football Boosters 

SUNDAY, December 30, 2018 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
7:30AM Parishioners  
9:00AM Marie Kengersky -  
   Dick & Connie Venesky 
11:00AM Peggy Pulice - Family 
  4:30PM Mary Lou Fulgenzio - Family 
 
MONDAY, December 31, 2018 
   7:00AM Jack Dann - Keith & Cynthia Berarducci 
    12:10PM Josephine Przybycin - Fred & Evelyn Fried 
 

Vigil: 
 5:30PM Marie Kengersky - Chris & Judy Bosner 

11:00PM Holy Hour for Peace 
 
TUESDAY, January 1, 2019 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
10:00AM Lori Maggart - Donna Pettinato 

All boys and girls ages 9 to 14 are invited to participate 
in the 2018 Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Contest.  
The local competition will be held December 29th at 
4:00PM at the OLP gym. The Knights of 
Columbus Free Throw Championship is held 
annually with winners progressing through 
local, district, regional, and state competitions. 
All boys and girls 9 to 14 years of age will 
compete in their respective age divisions.  
Entry forms will be available at the competition. All 
participants will shoot 15 Free Throws to determine the 
winners who will advance to the District competition. Bonus 
points may be awarded if you can dunk! 





A Family Perspective 
Mary was excited about her first pregnancy and 

rushed to tell her cousin. Sadly children are often seen 
as a liability, “another mouth to feed” or an “obstacle 

to my career.” It is said “Christmas is for children.”  
It is more accurate to say “Christmas is for adults to 

appreciate the gift of children!” 

Your Augustine Institute Catholic Media kiosk in the 
back vestibule has a variety of books, CDs and rosaries 
to help your faith and the faith of those you love, grow. 
These make great stocking stuffers 
too! 
Matthew Arnold’s acclaimed 
presentation of a modern saint is 
one of the many CD titles that we 
have available. 
We also have beautiful wooden 
rosaries made by Vietnamese 
Sisters to support their orphanages 
that care for blind children. Cost is only $3 each. 
Please browse our kiosk where you will find CDs, books 
and pamphlets that will deepen your understanding of 
our Catholic faith. Give an uplifting gift to those you 
care about. 

The Augustine Institute:  
helping to keep Christ in Christmas! Download Our Parish App! 

myParish App 
Our OLP app is available to 

download for iPhone and Android smartphones. Stay 
connected with our parish throughout the week with 
instant notifications and an easy-to-access event 
calendar. Download the myParish app by texting APP 
to phone number 88202. You will receive a reply with 
the app link to download. Once downloaded, select 
Our Lady of Peace, Erie, PA. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
 

Elementary (Grades K-5) - Religious Ed next meets Sunday, January 6, 
2019 from 10:30 am to 12:15 in the school. Dismissal is from the 
cafeteria.  
Grades 1-3 will be meeting in the cafeteria with a parent for Bible and 
Breakfast. 
 

Secondary (Grades 6-10) - Classes next meet Sunday, January 6, 2019, 
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm in the school.  
 

Confirmation (Grade 11) - Formation classes next meet Sunday, January 
13, 2019 from 6 to 8 pm in the school. 
 

NO RELIGIOUS ED CLASSES DECEMBER 23 AND 30 
 

All forms can be found on our website under the  
Faith Formation tab at www.olp.org 

For more info please contact Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Director,  
at 838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org 

Our Lady of Peace is happy to announce an exciting Catholic formation and 
entertainment option for you and your family. FORMED.org is an 
incredible online gateway to quality Catholic content, all in one place! 
With FORMED, you can: 
 Watch a quick five-minute video on the weekly Sunday readings 
 Enjoy a movie with your family that is both nourishing and entertaining 
 Enrich your marriage with the award winning video series Beloved: 
Finding Happiness in Marriage 
 Help your children grow in character and faith 
 And so much more! 
FORMED provides amazing content for you to grow and explore your faith. 

It’s FREE and EASY to Register! 
-Go to olp.formed.org   (this is the code to use if necessary: 8GQD8J) 
-Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired password 
You’re all ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 

Merry Christmas  
to you and your family! 



Q U I N N
F U N E R A L  H O M E

728 West 9th Street 455-2349
William M. Lyden, Supervisor

Treating Every Body Like Family

Hertel & Brown
PHYSICAL
& AQUATIC

THERAPY

www.hertelandbrown.com

• West Erie    • Sterrettania     • Harborcreek • Summit • Warren
Plaza            836-1970             464-0660           866-5930 406-7384

456-6000

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas 

featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols 
and a reading of the Gospel of 
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby! 

Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

Ensure Your
HEALTHCARE WISHES
ARE HONORED
by family & medical staff.

Get peace of mind with a MIDEO® Card.
A powerful tool carried in your wallet for medical teams to instantly scan,
watch and listen to your customized video with your healthcare wishes.
Empower your family to do what you want in critical medical situations.

Call Dr. Ferdinando Mirarchi today for personal and private consultation*

1-844-MIDEO-4U or learn more at www.MIDEOcard.com *Most insurances accepted

MIDEO™

My Informed Decision
on VidEO
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Geiger & Sons

814-838-3588
Across from Trinity Cemetery

CEMETERY MEMORIALS
GRANITE KITCHEN COUNTERTOPS

Because Every
Life is Worth
Remembering

3803 West 26th Street
Erie, PA 16506
(814) 833-7816

www.ericsonmemorials.com

Ericson
MEMORIAL STUDIOS

Linda King linda@ericsonmemorials.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Jim Lyons
Financial
Advisor

CFP, AAMS
2316 W. 8th St.

459-8657

www.edwardjones.com



Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Partners: Garett J., Austin, J., Carl R., & Leo J. Brugger III

1595 West 38th Street • 864-4864
www.bruggerfuneralhomes.com

Dr. Maria Orlando • Dr. Carla Orlando
3235 W. 38th St., Erie, PA 16506

814-833-8860
www.orlandodmd.com

George Winston Co

Plumbing - Heating

Air Conditioning

454-0752
www.georgewinstonplumbing.com

Plumbers on

Plum St.

Excellence In
Roofing Since

1890

PA029146
Ph. 814-452-2640

Fax: 814-453-3973
Commercial/Industrial Roofing & Sheet Metal

1404 East Ave., Erie, PA 16503

814.835.2222 www.goecca.com
Cynthia Berarducci
REALTOR®

Residential Relocation Specialist

Member Million Dollar Club

Parishioner

3738 Sterrettania Road

Erie, PA 16506

Office: (814) 835-1200 Ext. 25

Cell: (814) 392-9130

Email: cberarducci@howardhanna.com

www.howardhanna.com

703900 Our Lady of Peace Church (A)

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

5127 Zuck Road

814-833-7733

www.esserfamilydental.com

Robert P. Esser, D.D.S.

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

www.jspaluch.com                                                       ForAds: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-945-6629

Shawnee Optical
The eyecare experts who help you save.

2203 West 38th St. 128 W. 12th St. 2240 East 38th St.

838-2020 456-9925 824-3937

MILLER
OVERHEAD DOOR CO.

838-3874
2540 Manchester Road

SSeerrvviicceeMMAASSTTEERR CCoonnttrraacctt
SSeerrvviicceess  bbyy  UUvveeggeess

CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  CClleeaanniinngg  SSeerrvviicceess

Carpets • Rugs • Resilient Floors

Janitorial Services

881144--882255--66004400

Management Opportunities
Kevin Kupniewski

kevjk4@aol.com

814-431-8370

ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Keith C. Schloss, DMD
4020 Sterrettania Rd.

Erie, PA 16506
814-835-3740

DARLENE
VLAHOS

Attorney At Law
3305 Pittsburgh Ave.

Erie, PA 16508
Estate Planning
Probate Estates

Guardianship
Real Estate

814-616-6605
darlene@vlahoslaw.com

AFS TAX SERVICES
WALTER D. FEDEROWICZ

35 YEARS OF TAX PREPARATION EXPERIENCE
PAYROLL SERVICES AVAILABLE

814-453-4981 2308 W. 8TH ST., ERIE, PA, 16505

JE
HILBRICH

ELECTRIC, INC.
454-3809

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-945-6629

We focus on life
Visit Our Website

www.lakelandhospice.com
2221A Peninsula Drive

Erie Pa. 16506

Tel: 814-838-0511

Social Security
Seminar

How does Social Security
fit into my retirement

income plan? When should I
start taking benefits?

What about taxes?

When: Tuesday Dec. 18th

from 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Where: Edward Jones,

2701 Evanston Ave.
Ste. 101, Erie, PA

RSVP: 814.838.3031
Zac Wild

Certified Financial Planner™

John Ehrman’s

1620 W. 8th St. 456-6211

PLUMBING & HEATING
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES
WMTSPAEDER.COM

814.456.7014
1602 East 18th Street • Erie, PA 16510

Francis V. 

Kloecker
Funeral Home, Inc.

Mark F.V.
Kloecker, FD

Supervisor

2502 Sassafras Street

814-454-0156
www.kloeckerfuneralhome.com



Keeping God’s Children Protected and Safe:  To know that we are 
children of God is to live in complete love, with deep abiding security 
and the ability to dream, to sing, to create, to laugh, and to play 
without worry. As we grow older, we face a new reality - we cannot 
approach all God’s creation with the same trust and confidence. We 
learn, through sometimes hurtful and damaging experiences, that 
some people reject the ability that God gave them to love and respect 
others - they ignore God’s call. The Diocese of Erie’s program to 
safeguard children helps remind us of these very facts. With the help 
of this program, the faithful are guided and educated about the 
responsibility of how to keep God’s children protected and safe. To 
see what the Diocese of Erie is doing to help create safe 
environments, check out http://www.eriercd.org/protectyouth.htm. 

Online Safety Tips for Parents & Kids 

The AED devices have been replaced in the school gym and the 
church and we have added one to the cafeteria! 

Thank you so much to all those that were instrumental in assisting us with securing our 3 new  
AED devices.  We were overwhelmed by the multiple sources of help with this project.   

 

OLP Gym 
Hamot Health Foundation 

Dr. Ferdinando Mirarchi, Medical Director of Emergency Services, UPMC Hamot 
Boo Hagerty, Hamot Health Foundation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are also grateful for the help of Mrs. Maggie Marsden RN, our school nurse; Jim O’Camb OLP parent  
and McKesson account manager; and Gary Carver, parishioner for his help with installation. 

 
 

OLP Church 
Saint Vincent Hospital Pulse Point Team 

OLP School Cafeteria 
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew & Tara Zimm 
Anonymous OLP School Family 

Church AED 
Presentation 

 

 

 Gym AED 
Presentation 

 

L to R: Lora Joint, RN, Saint Vincent Heart 
Center; Dr. Jestin Carlson, Saint Vincent 
Emergency Department;   Fr. Rich Toohey; 
Jason Roeback, Saint Vincent Chief  
Operating Officer; Anthony, 3rd year 
LECOM student  

L to R: Boo Hagerty, Hamot Health  
Foundation President; Alex Hagerty,  
Cameron Grieshaber, Kara Stilley, all sixth 
grade OLP students; Jason Chenault,  
Senior Director Hamot Emergency Services.  

Boogie down for the crowns 
FUNDRAISER FITNESS CLASS 

 

A donation class benefiting Erie Night to Shine 
Led by Revelation Wellness instructor,  

Heather Konopka Gerlach 
 

Saturday, December 29 
10:00 - 11:30AM 

OUR LADY OF PEACE - SCHOOL GYM 
2401 West 38th Street 

 

 75 minutes of dancing, drumming, stretching & prayer 
 Bring water & a mat/towel 
 All proceeds will be donated to Erie Night to Shine, a prom-like event for 

people with special needs, hosted by OLP & sponsored by the Tim Tebow 
Foundation 

 Let’s celebrate every honored guest who will be crowned king & queen! 
 Email: heather.simplynatural@gmail.com for more info 
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