
    

March 26, 2023                            Fifth Sunday of Lent 

2401 West 38th Street, Erie, PA 16506 



OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH ERIE, PA 

LIFE FROM GOD 
 As we approach Holy Week, our readings speak of a God who, in the midst of death, brings new life 
to the people. In Ezekiel, we hear that God will open the graves of the people of Israel, who faced near 
extinction. In the Gospel of John, Jesus gives new life to Lazarus in a manner that prefigures the 
resurrection of Jesus. Paul tells the Romans that in Christ, God will not only give life to our bodies after 
death, but God offers us abundant life here and now. We observe that the external conditions for the 
people described in these readings did not radically change. Israel was still in exile. Lazarus would 
eventually face death again. But now God’s presence and power are revealed. Even when our situation in 
life is difficult and perhaps not likely to change soon, we remember that the Spirit dwells within us.  
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The Sacrament of Baptism is 
celebrated the 1st & 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 12:30PM. A 
mandatory preparation class for 
parents is available. Call the office 
for info. 
Sacrament of Matrimony An 
appointment with a parish priest six 
months prior to the wedding date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Wednesdays 11:15AM-12:00PM 
Saturdays 8:30-9AM;  3:45-4:45PM 
or by appointment. 
New Parishioners Welcome! 
Registration forms are available in 
the Parish Office or online. 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) 
Anyone seeking information on 
becoming Catholic or completing 
one’s initiation into the Catholic 
faith should call the Parish Office. 
Prayer Request Line: 
Day: Kandace, 453-6515 
Night: Donna, 866-0792 

Sunday’s Readings: 
Entrance Antiphon - Give me justice, O God, / and plead my cause against a nation that is 
faithless. / From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, / for you, O God, are my strength. 
First Reading - Thus says the Lord God: I will open your graves, have you rise from them, 
and settle you on your land. (Ezekiel 37:12-14). 
Psalm - The Lord is kind and saves us (Psalm 130). 
Second Reading - If Christ is in you, the spirit is alive even if the body is dead because of 
sin (Romans 8:8-11). 
Gospel - Lazarus, dead for four days, came out of his tomb when Jesus called his name. 
Many of those who had seen what had happened began to believe in Jesus (John 11:1-45 [3-
7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]). 

Family Discussion of the Week:    Life Everlasting 
Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” (John 11:25-26) 
Adults: Christ calls us from death to new life. To what new life are you being called during 
this Lent? 
Kids: How does Jesus help you do what is good and avoid what is not? 

Our Mission Statement: 
Our Lady of Peace is a Catholic Community of Faith  

called to proclaim the greatness of the Lord through Worship, 

Service, Education and Ministry. 

The OLP Prayer Ministry 
  This is a ministry for those individuals who are unable to attend usual parish functions perhaps due to an 
impairment, lack of transportation or illness. This active ministry can be done from home, a nursing home, the 
hospital, etc. Those who participate are asked to voluntarily pray for a specific group, ministry or function as the 
meeting, ministry or function is occurring. Prayer is vital to our lives and keeps us connected as members of the 
Body of Christ. 
  For more info, contact: Deacon John Mang at deacon.john@olp.org or Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Office, 
at 814-838-9983. 

The West Millcreek Food 
Pantry is asking for  

extra food donations: 

• Canned Soup 

• Canned Vegetables 

• Whole Grain Cereal 

• Pet Food 

• Laundry Supplies 

• Toilet Tissue/Kleenex 

• Paper Towels/Napkins 

• Personal Hygiene Items 

• Reusable Grocery Bags 

Thank you! 

West Millcreek Food Pantry 
The following are suggested items to purchase for each week; 
you may buy what is on sale; all non-perishables are 
acceptable. CEREAL is always needed. 
  March 2023 

 26th Dried Herbs & Spices / Salt/Pepper 
Pantry is OPEN  March 28th 

(every 2nd & 4th Tuesday)  9-11AM for those living in 
Millcreek & for OLP Parishioners, at  

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3642 West 26th Street. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 26, 2023 

SANCTUARY LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in 
memory of Chuck Rohrbach - Lidano & Donna Adiutori. 
CHAPEL LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory of 
Edward Szymanowski - Wife, Gloria. 

                                              Readings for the Week of March 26th 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];  
 Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;  
 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday: Mt 21:1-11 (procession);  
 Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54] 

When at Mass offer the Mass for  

Vocations by praying the prayer below: 
O God, who wills not the death of a sinner * but rather 
that he be converted and live * grant we beseech you * 
through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin * 
Saint Joseph, her spouse * St. Junipero Serra * and all the 
saints * an increase of laborers for your Church * fellow 
laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for 
souls * through the same Jesus Christ * Your Son * Who 
lives and reigns with You * In the unity of the Holy Spirit * 
God forever * and ever. Amen. 
            Serra Prayer for Vocations 

 
 
 
 

 

Members agree to go to daily Mass on a particular day every 
month and offer that Mass for an increase of vocations to the 
Church. There is a great need for vocations. One of the best ways 
to increase vocations is through prayer, and the greatest prayer 
we have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 
Upcoming Mass commitments: 
Mar. 26: Cynthia B., Dave W., Joe S., Deb T., Corky Y. 
Mar. 27: Ann R. 
Mar. 28: Ann F., Michael M., Mary Margaret M. 
Mar. 29: Linda M., Janet A. 
Mar. 30: Bethann D., Linda D., Julie M., James S. 
Mar. 31: Jim Z. 
Apr.  1: Maxine R., Mark S., Evelyn V., Pat B. 
Apr.  2: Kathy W., Deacon Dennis K. 
If you would like to join the OLP 31 Club, please call Dave or 
Kathy Wayman at 397-6443. There are no dues and no meetings, 
only opportunities for grace and the satisfaction that comes from 
helping to fulfill a great need in the Church. 

OLP 31 Club 
Praying for vocations every day of the year! 

Daily at 11:40AM 
The Rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is 
prayed daily prior to the 12:10 Mass. Mary invites 
all her children to pray her Rosary. Also, the Chap-
let of Divine Mercy is prayed following the 12:10 

Mass in the Chapel.    All are welcome! 

A Family Perspective 

Our families can become wrapped up chasing things we 

perceive will make us happy. Jesus’ words to Lazarus, 

He says to us: “Come out” from what entombs you.  

In this fifth week of Lent “untie” yourself and  

be free from unnecessary possessions 

MONDAY, MARCH 27, 2023 
   7:00AM Audrey Lesuitis - Paul Vojtek Family 
  12:10PM Debbie Sciamanda - Ed & Barb Marchlewska 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 2023 
   7:00AM Frank Kremenik - Mary Ann Zarnick 
 12:10PM Shirley Billingsley - Christine Zapolski 
   1:30PM School Mass - DeDe Morrison -  
   Jack & Jean Hatheway 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023 
   7:00AM Mary Ann Carbo - Family 
11:15AM-Noon   Confessions 
 12:10PM Attilio Mele - Wife 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023 
   7:00AM Stanley, Chris & Viola -  
   Jerry & Mary Ann Anuszkiewicz 
 12:10PM Robert Haibach - Bill & Diane Stumpf 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023 
   7:00AM Mary Ann Carbo - Family 
 12:10PM Bud Gerbracht - Daughter, Sally 
  6:00 PM Confessions 
  7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2023 
   8:00AM Jean Martin - Michael Martin Family 
8:30-9:00AM  Confessions 
3:45-4:45PM  Confessions 
   5:00PM Leona Pettinato - Family 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2023 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
   7:30AM Living & Deceased Members of OLP 
   9:00AM Antoinetta Berarducci - Ed & Rina 
 11:00AM Bill Dann - Keith & Cynthia Berarducci 
   4:30PM Special Intention for John Brown -  
   Gallagher Family 
 

The church will remain open for private prayer  
Monday through Thursday from 7:00AM - 8:00PM and Friday 

7:00AM - 4:00PM 
Confessions available (in the Chapel):  

Wednesdays 11:15-Noon 
Saturday 8:30-9:00AM and 3:45-4:45PM 
During LENT: after all Sunday Masses 

or by appointment - call the Church Office 

MASS INTENTIONS 
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From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 A blessed Passion Sunday! Before the revision of the 

liturgical calendar in 1969, the 5th Sunday of Lent was 

known as Passion Sunday and began a stretch of days called 

“Passiontide.” The biggest remnant of that tradition is the 

option to cover all statuary in the church. I like to continue 

this tradition, as a way to remind us that we are getting 

closer to Holy Week and Easter and to “double down” on 

our call to repentance and our spiritual disciplines in prayer, 

fasting and almsgiving that help God to renew and transform 

us. This “visual fast” reminds us that all the sacramentals, 

statues, and other tangible reminders and symbols in our 

Catholic Tradition point us to one thing that they can never 

completely represent… God himself! To strip ourselves of even 

these elements reminds us to not even allow our religious 

devotions and piety to be an end in themselves but rather a 

means to deeper relationship with God. Also, this fast invites 

us to appreciate our images and devotions more as we go 

without them for a few weeks. We also deepen our liturgical 

fast of Lent at OLP by ending Mass in silence the next few 

weeks. See below in my notes for more on that. 

Next weekend is the beginning of Holy Week with 

Palm Sunday. We will have our blessing of palms at the 

beginning of all Masses and the reading of Matthew’s version 

of the Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem as well as the Passion 

at the Gospel. At the 9am Mass we will have the blessing of 

palms outside by the totem pole in front of the Scout House.  

Then we will process into the church to commemorate Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. 

Regardless of the Mass you attend, plan on spending a few 

extra minutes at church as a way to begin our most sacred 

week of the year. 

Other special opportunities for Holy Week include: 

1. Monday, April 3
rd

 is the Mass of the Sacred Chrism 

at St. Peter Cathedral in Erie (at 1pm). There Bishop Persico 

will bless the holy oils for the entire Diocese for the new 

year (the Oil of the Catechumenate, the Oil of the Infirmed, 

and the Sacred Chrism). Also at that Mass the priests of the 

diocese renew their promises with the Bishop to serve the 

spiritual needs of our diocese and parishes as ordained clergy. 

Consider yourself invited- I would love to see you there! 

2. Tuesday, April 4
th

 to Wednesday, April 5
th

- As we 

had done for several years, we will have a special 24 hour 

opportunity for Eucharistic Adoration during Holy Week. It will 

begin on Tuesday, April 4
th

 at the end of the 12:10pm Mass 

and continue in the church until 12pm on Wednesday, April 

5
th

. We  need two committed adorers for every half hour so 

please consider signing up for a 30 or 60 minute slot. This 

is a great opportunity to reflect more deeply on all that the 

Triduum means to us and to grow in relationship with our 

God who loves you so much. 

3. Wednesday, April 5
th

 will include the Jesus Christ 

Superstar Prayer Experience led by the OLP School 8th grade 

class. It will be held at 1pm in the church. We thank our 

8th grade students and teachers in advance for all the time 

they put into providing this unique meditation on the passion, 

death and resurrection of Jesus for the school and parish. 

4. The Sacred Triduum at OLP: These three most holy 

days of the year for us as Catholics are fast approaching. 

Starting Holy Thursday Night (April 6
th

) and leading until 

Easter Sunday (April 9
th

), we walk through the events of 

Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection that CHANGED AND 

SAVED THE WORLD FOREVER (what we officially call the 

Paschal Mystery). Please make every effort to prioritize these 

wonderful celebrations as a way to thank God for our 

Salvation in Christ and to help us grow in our living them 

out in our own lives. 

Holy Thursday (April 6
th

) starts with Morning Prayer 

at 7am (there is no 7am or 12:10pm daily Mass 

today). Then we celebrate the Mass of the Last 

Supper at 7pm followed by prayer at the reposition 

altar in the cafeteria until 11pm Night Prayer. 

Good Friday (April 7
th

) starts with Morning Prayer at 

7am (there is no 7am or 12:10pm daily Mass 

today). The Passion of the Lord Service is at 1:30pm 

(with Confessions from 12-1pm and 3-4pm), and a 

Tenebrae Service at 7pm. 

Holy Saturday (April 8
th

) starts with Morning Prayer 

at 8am (there is no 8am daily Mass today). The 

Blessing of Easter Foods at Noon, and the Great 

Easter Vigil at 8:30pm. 

Easter Sunday (April 9
th

) Masses at 7:30am, 9am 

and 11am. 

It is my strong hope that ALL Catholics should 

experience each of these celebrations AT LEAST once so why 

not make it this year? May God bless our 5th week of Lent 

ahead! 

 

Fr. Rich 

 

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. pray 

for us! 

St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. pray 

for us! 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the  
Catholic Church of the USA… pray for us! 

St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us! 

St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us! 

 

Other notes from the pastor… 

**“The Light is On for You” is THIS Wednesday, March 29th 

from 5-7pm (local churches are open and priests hearing 

confessions throughout Erie) Please see page 9 for more info. 

**Masses this Week Monday, March 27
th

 through 

Saturday, April 1
st

- Lenten Weekdays. 

**Lenten Confessions  In addition to our normal weekly 

confession times (Wednesdays from 11:15am-Noon, Saturdays 

from 8:30-9am and 3:45-4:45pm) we have extra opportunities 

throughout Lent. They are Fridays from 6-7pm (before 

Stations) and after all Sunday Masses including 4:30pm. 

**Paschal (Easter/Christ) Candle Donation Thank you to 

Mike and Mary Beth Whitman and their family for donating 

this year’s Paschal Candle in memory of Jim and Ronnie 

Whitman. The new candle will be blessed and lit at the Great 

Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 8th at 8:30pm and then used 

until next Easter. 
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Grades 1-8: Classes meet from 9:30-10:45 in the school 
and church basement.
March 26 – No Religious Ed. Classes

Grades 9-11: Classes meet from 5:30pm-7:30pm in the 
school and church basement.
March 26 - No Religious Ed. Classes

*Church Activity Forms are due on March 19th *

All forms can be found on our website, www.olp.org, 
under the Faith Formation.

For more info please contact Tammie Mang, 
Faith Formation Director, 

814-838-9983 or Tammie.mang@olp.org

**Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) Update: 415 pledges for 

$204,869. That means we have already exceeded 

our Diocesan assessment of $137,000 and are 

$23,000 from our goal of $212,000 which will 

go toward replacing the yellowed and worn 

plexiglass over the outside of the stain glass 

windows of the church with new tempered glass. 

If you have not yet handed in your CSA pledge, 

please send, drop off or bring it to Mass in the 

next few weekends and include it in the offertory. 

Thank you for your generous support.

**Deacon John Mang’s Reassignment to OLP  We 

are grateful that he was assigned to Our Lady of 

Peace for another 5 years by Bishop Persico a 

few weeks ago. Deacon John is a blessing to our 

parish as well as me in my ministry through his 

support, spiritual wisdom and multi-faceted ministry in our 

parish. I thank and congratulate Deacon John for all of us 

and encourage you to do so in person as well.

**Fast from the Closing Song at Mass during Lent Recall 

that during the Lenten Season we even enter a liturgical fast 

by omitting the Gloria and Alleluia during Mass (two of the 

most celebratory Mass parts that we sing). To extend that 

further and to encourage us to spend more time in silence in 

the Lenten Season, we will not be singing a hymn at the end 

of the Mass for the final weekend of Lent. As part of that, I 

ask you to leave the church in silence and wait until you are 

in the vestibules or outside to have conversations. This allows 

those who want to stay in the church for silent prayer to do 

so. I know that many of you like to stay and socialize after 

Mass in the pews, so I am asking you to make a little 

sacrifice for Lent and to adjust your process to help us 

remember that in Lent things are a little different.

**Faithful to the Finish 5K Our Annual 5K will be in 

person this year on Saturday, May 13
th

at 8pm at Presque 

Isle. Just as last year, all money raised by our 5K will go 

towards building our parish endowment which we started with 

the Catholic Foundation of Northwest PA a few years ago, 

investing in the next generation of faith.

**Our Annual Parish Appreciation Dinner is Saturday, May 

20
th

at 6:15pm in the school cafeteria. All parishioners who 

volunteer on any level for parish ministries are invited, but 

please register with the office. You can call or email the 

office at any time to register. Thank you for being the hands 

and feet of Christ at Our Lady of Peace.
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ServErie Saturday – April 22, 2023
8:00AM - Noon

The launch site will be hosted here at Our Lady of 
Peace church. Volunteers will be bussed to and from 
their worksites. 

Adults and youth are invited to participate. 

Please contact Darrell Meyers, darrell.meyers@olp.org, 
814-450-3697, with questions.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lady of Peace Parish Membership Form 
 
Name ___________________________________________________ Phone __________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________________ Zip ______________________________ 

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to rectory. 

CHECK ONE: 
 

 New Registration 

 Change of Address 

 Moving out of Parish 

 Want envelopes 

 

 

 

 

Our bulletin is supported through the generosity of the advertisers - many 
of whom are our parishioners. Most are members of our local community. 
Please support our advertisers with your patronage. Tell the business 
owner that you appreciate their support of our parish through their ad in 
the bulletin. 

Download Our Parish App! 
 

myParish App 
Our OLP app is available to 

download for iPhone and Android smartphones. Stay 
connected with our parish throughout the week with 
instant notifications, an easy-to-access event calendar, 
and the ability to quickly reply to or share messages 
via FaceBook or Twitter. Download the myParish app 
by texting APP to phone number 88202. You will 
receive a reply with the app link to download. Once 
downloaded, select Our Lady of Peace, Erie, PA. 

 

 

FORMED provides amazing content for you to grow and explore your faith. 

It’s FREE and EASY to Register! 

-Go to olp.formed.org   (this is the code to use if necessary: 8GQD8J) 

-Click “Register” and enter your name, email address, and desired password 

You’re all ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 

Ways to stay connected: 
 

Some of our communications are by Email; 
please make sure the office has your 
current email address. 
 

In addition to the weekly emails, which 
contain updates and resources you can use 
to strengthen your Spiritual life, you may 
also visit our website: www.olp.org. 
 

Downloaded the MyParishApp as we use 
the App as well. 
 

To the right are directions for the App and 
how to log into FORMED, both are great 
resources. 

OLP  Items for Sale: 

Water Bottles / Face Masks 
 

$5.00 each 

Erie City Mission Volunteers Needed 

We need your help in preparing and cooking food  

for our brothers and sisters in need. 

Dates are Saturday’s: 

Apr. 15, May 20, June 17, July 15 

Time: 9:00AM to 1:00PM 

Where:  11th & French St. 

What: Prepare/Serve the Lunch Meal 

Time:  Any parishioner 15 yrs or older 

Contact:  Scott Barnes, 881-8889 

Qualifies for 

service hours! 
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Please join us on Saturday, May 13, 2023 for the 9th Annual 

Our Lady of  Peace Faithful to the Finish 5K Run/Walk 
Place:  Presque Isle State Park; Erie Runners Club Pavilion at Beach 1 

Start: 8:00AM     Race starts and ends at Beach 1 

Proceeds benefit the OLP Parish Endowment, investing in the next generation of faith. 

Entry: $25.00 Registered before May 3rd w/T-shirt;  $35.00 Registered May 4th or after/no T-shirt 

Mail Entry and Payment to:  Faithful to the Finish, Our Lady of Peace, 2401 W. 38th Street, Erie PA, 16506. 

 Please make checks payable to: Our Lady of Peace. 

Online Registration:  www.runsignup.com                  Donations also accepted if you cannot participate. 

Packet Pick-Up and New Registrations: Wednesday, May 10, 2022,  3:00 - 7:00PM in the  

  OLP School Cafeteria, 2401 West 38th Street, Erie. 

Event Day Registration and/or Packet Pick-Up:  7:00 - 7:45AM 

Contact:  Cynthia Berarducci - cynthia.berarducci@olp.org - (814) 833-7701 x 0   (Cell: 814-392-9130) 

Awards:  Medallions awarded to First/Second/Third Place Finishers in the following age groups for both male and 
female:  15 & Under, 16-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60 & Over. 

Post-Race Refreshments:  Refreshments available following the race near the Erie Runners Club Pavilion. 

 
I would like to make an additional donation to the OLP Parish Endowment as I love OLP! 
     Donation Amount  $______________ 
 

I would like to make a donation to the OLP Parish Endowment as I have no desire to run/walk! 
     Donation Amount  $______________ 

 
 

NAME___________________________________________GENDER______________DATE OF BIRTH____/____/_______ 

ADDRESS______________________________CITY/STATE/ZIP_______________________PHONE___________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS________________________________________________ Check One:  ____ 5K Run    ____5K Walk 
 

Adult Shirt Sizes:    S      M      L      XL      2XL      3XL   Youth:     S      M      L      XL 
 

WAIVER:  I hereby release from liability Our Lady of Peace Church, as well as its parents, subsidiaries and affiliates, officers, trustees, board members, sponsors, race officials, 

employees, agents, successors and assigns, as well as any and all others persons affiliated in any way with Our Lady of Peace church, from and against any claims, damages, demands, 

rights of action or causes of action of any kind associated with said race, and for any injury or ailment resulting from my participation in the above-stated race.  My signature below is my 

acknowledgement of all the risks known and unknown, I assume as a participant.  Further, by my signature below, I knowingly understand the challenges of completing such event and 

that I am under no medical restrictions to participate.  I hereby acknowledge that the run may be cancelled, delayed, or rescheduled due to weather or other reasonable circumstances 

beyond the control of the event organizer, as such all fees and/or costs incurred are non-refundable regardless if I am able to start or complete the run as planned.  I understand that 

photographs, videotapes, and/or digital images are to be used for promotion and/or educational purposes.  

Parent/guardian must sign if under 18 years of age.  One completed form per person. 
 
 

Signature ________________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 
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