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OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH ERIE, PA

ENCOURAGEMENT
This Sunday’s Gospel is our final selection from Mark for this liturgical year. It is taken from the end of 
Jesus’ teaching in Jerusalem immediately preceding the account of his arrest and passion. In it Jesus gives 
his disciples hope to sustain them through his passion and death and any persecution or suffering that they 
would encounter after his resurrection. 
The words from the book of Daniel also provided hope and encouragement to the people of Daniel’s time. 
The encouragement in these scriptures is meant for us as well, for none of us will escape tribulation in our 
lives. Followers of Jesus will be able to endure suffering with joyful hope, knowing that Christ’s love will 
lead us along the way of discipleship and give us eternal life with God. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
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The Sacrament of Baptism is 
celebrated each month on the 1st 
Sunday at 11AM Mass & 3rd 
Sunday at 12:30PM. A mandatory 
prep class for parents is available.
Sacrament of Matrimony An 
appointment with a parish priest six 
months prior to the wedding date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays 11:15AM-12:00PM
Saturdays 8:30-9AM;  3:45-4:45PM
or by appointment.
New Parishioners Welcome! 
Registration forms are available in 
the Parish Office or online.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation)

Anyone seeking information on 
becoming Catholic or completing 
one’s initiation into the Catholic 
faith should call the Parish Office.
Prayer Request Line:
Call the office: 814-833-7701 x0

Sunday’s Readings:
Entrance Antiphon - The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. / You will call 
upon me, and I will answer you, / and I will lead you back your captives from every place.
First Reading - Those who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars forever (Daniel 12:1-3).
Psalm - You are my inheritance, O Lord! (Psalm 16).
Second Reading - Where there is forgiveness, there is no longer offering for sin (Heb 10:11-14, 18).
Gospel - Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away (Mark 13:24-32).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved.

Family Discussion of the Week:    Ready for the Lord
Jesus said, “Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.” (Mark 13:33)
Adults: What would you be doing differently in your life if you truly believed you would meet 
Christ soon?
Kids: What would you do for others today if you thought you would not have another chance 
to do it?

Our Mission Statement:
Our Lady of Peace is a Catholic Community of Faith 

called to proclaim the greatness of the Lord through Worship, 

Service, Education and Ministry.

The OLP Prayer Ministry
This is a ministry for those individuals who are unable to attend usual parish functions perhaps due to an 

impairment, lack of transportation or illness. This active ministry can be done from home, a nursing home, the 
hospital, etc. Those who participate are asked to voluntarily pray for a specific group, ministry or function as the 
meeting, ministry or function is occurring. Prayer is vital to our lives and keeps us connected as members of the 
Body of Christ.

For more info, contact: Deacon John Mang at deacon.john@olp.org or Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Office, 
at 814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org.

The West Millcreek Food 
Pantry is asking for 

extra food donations:

• Canned Soup

• Canned Vegetables

• Whole Grain Cereal

• Pet Food

• Laundry Supplies

• Toilet Tissue/Kleenex

• Paper Towels/Napkins

• Personal Hygiene Items

• Reusable Grocery Bags
Thank you!

West Millcreek Food Pantry
The following are suggested items to purchase for each week; 
you may buy what is on sale; all non-perishables are 
acceptable. CEREAL is always needed.

November 2024
17th Soup / Stew / Chili
27th Meals in a Box / Mac & Cheese

Pantry is OPEN  November  26th
(every 2nd & 4th Tuesday)  9-11AM for those living in

Millcreek & for OLP Parishioners, at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3642 West 26th Street.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME NOVEMBER 17, 2024

SANCTUARY LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory 
of Don & Rinda Pulice - Carol & Michele Dean.

CHAPEL LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory of 
Penny Bizzarro - Family.

Readings for the Week of November 17th

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; 

Lk 19:45-48
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; 

Lk 20:27-40
Sunday: Dn 7:13-14; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Rv 1:5-8; 

Jn 18:33b-37

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED - Please pray for 
Virginia Birkmire. May her family find hope and consolation 
through their faith in the resurrected Lord.

When at Mass offer the Mass for 

Vocations by praying the prayer below:
O God, who wills not the death of a sinner * but rather 
that he be converted and live * grant we beseech you * 
through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin * 
Saint Joseph, her spouse * St. Junipero Serra * and all the 
saints * an increase of laborers for your Church * fellow 
laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for 
souls * through the same Jesus Christ * Your Son * Who 
lives and reigns with You * In the unity of the Holy Spirit * 
God forever * and ever. Amen.

Serra Prayer for Vocations

Members agree to go to daily Mass on a particular day every 
month and offer that Mass for an increase of vocations to the 
Church. There is a great need for vocations. One of the best ways 
to increase vocations is through prayer, and the greatest prayer 
we have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass.
Upcoming Mass commitments:
Nov. 17: Len & Cathy K, Helen W., Nancy D.
Nov. 18: Rachel O.
Nov. 19: Amber D, Chris L.
Nov. 20: Debi C., Kim D., James T., Roseann G., Donna G.
Nov. 21: George O., Maureen T., Rami S.
Nov. 22: John G., Sally R., Dianne Y.
Nov. 23: Heidi A.
Nov. 24: Mary Ann A., Magherita H., Audrey & Robert H.
If you would like to join the OLP 31 Club, please call Dave or 
Kathy Wayman at 397-6443. There are no dues and no meetings, 
only opportunities for grace and the satisfaction that comes from 
helping to fulfill a great need in the Church.

OLP 31 Club
Praying for vocations every day of the year!

Daily at 11:40AM All are welcome!
The Rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is prayed 
daily prior to the 12:10 Mass. Mary invites all her chil-
dren to pray her Rosary. Also, the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy is prayed following the 12:10 Mass in the Chapel.    

A Family Perspective

Today’s gospel teaches us UNCERTAINTY is normal.

There are some things in life which “no one knows… only 

the Father.” Marriage and parenting are full of uncertainty 

for like the fig tree in the gospel, the people we 

love grow and change.

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2024

7:00AM Dave Bello - Wife, Ginny
12:10PM Robert Snyder - Family

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2024
7:00AM Ed Zurawski - Daughters

12:10PM Mary Louise Maracci - Dan & Dee Renick

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2024
7:00AM Sue Slagle - Tom & Jane Sargent

12:10PM Marilyn Schlecht -
Karen Alexander & Diane Groner

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2024

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
7:00AM John Gallagher - Jan & Vinnie Valerio

12:10PM Ted Urban - Pat Hardner
2:00PM School Mass - Cindy Tome - Paul Vojtek Family

Celebrating Grandparents and Giving Thanks

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2024
7:00AM Gloria Marinelli - June Klins

12:10PM Ann Cuzzola - Husband & Family

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2024
8:00AM Evelyn Salamone - Kohmuench Family
5:00PM Emil Hardner - Patricia

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2024

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
7:30AM Living & Deceased Members of OLP
9:00AM Donald & Loretta Bruschi -

Donald & Carol Patsy
11:00AM Andrew & Martha Kosiorek - Family
4:30PM Stanley, Emily, Douglas & Diane Malinowski -

Andrew Malinowski
5:15PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
6:00PM Solemn Evening Prayer & Benediction

The church will remain open for private prayer 
Monday through Thursday from 7:00AM - 8:00PM and 

Friday 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Confessions available: 
Wednesdays 11:15-Noon

Saturday 8:30-9:00AM and 3:45-4:45PM
or by appointment - call the Church Office

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



From the Pastor’s Desk…

In 2016, Pope Francis designated the 33
rd

Sunday in 

Ordinary Time as “World Day of the Poor.” Please see elsewhere 

in my notes and in the bulletin for opportunities to help those 

who are in need this Thanksgiving. May we, at OLP, continue to 

be open to the ways that God calls us to serve and provide for 

the poor (This weekend at the Sunday Supper, held at the First 

Presbyterian Church of the Covenant; 20-25 parishioners will 

cook and serve to nearly 200 people in downtown Erie.).

As we continue through the month of November, I 

remind you that our Catholic Tradition encourages us to pray for 

our beloved dead and visit their places of rest at the cemeteries 

during this month. This is also a good chance to encourage all 

of you, no matter what age you are, to make arrangements for 

your funeral (at the funeral home AND the church) so that you 

can ensure that your funeral is done the way you want it to be. 

It is always a regrettable situation when one of our parishioners 

who made Mass a priority in their life does not end up with a 

funeral mass because those who are planning their funeral do not 

have that same prioritization. Selecting your Funeral Mass 

readings and music can also allow you to reinforce the message 

you want your loved ones to hear at the funeral. If you would 

like to work on that, please stop by the parish office and we 

can get you the resources to help you with that.

I also take this opportunity to review a few of the 

Catholic Church’s expectations on funerals and burials in general 

that are often misunderstood or not known…

The first two points have to do with Cremation. ONE-

It is permissible for Catholics to be cremated so long as it is not 

done in rejection of our belief in the resurrection of the body at 

the second coming of Jesus Christ. TWO- We are expected to 

bury our deceased loved ones in blessed ground (Catholic 

cemetery OR a grave in a public cemetery that is blessed at the 

Committal Service after the Funeral). It is not, therefore, 

acceptable to leave cremated remains in an urn in our homes or 

have them scattered somewhere outside of a cemetery.

THREE- please, consult with your pastor or the priest 

who will be presiding over the Rite of Christian Burial with you 

BEFORE making any final plans or traveling arrangements. Some 

days and times may not work for the priest’s or church’s 

schedule; and it can be difficult if people have already purchased 

flight tickets, etc. (the flexibility of the family is appreciated). 

Please do not arrange the funeral date and time with the 

thought that the funeral home will find me a priest. Fr. Nick 

and I want to pray with you and appreciate the opportunity to 

be a part of the conversation to find a time that works for 

everyone.

FOUR- our Rite of Christian Burial includes 3 parts- first, the 

Vigil Service at the Funeral Home. The church encourages an 

opportunity for visitation, viewing and prayer at a funeral home 

or other site because it allows for closure in seeing our loved 

one laid out as well as an opportunity for our family and friends 

to offer their support. To skip this step is to short-change the 

grieving process and makes it more difficult for our friends and 

family to reach out to us. The second part of the Rite is the 

funeral Mass at the Church. There is no greater prayer that we 

can offer for our loved one than the Catholic Mass. The best 

thing we can do for the soul of our loved one who has died 

(and for all of us who remain) is to celebrate a Funeral Mass. 

To choose to have a funeral service at the funeral home 

suggests a lack of understanding and appreciation for the 

significance of the Mass. Even if someone is not Catholic or has 

been a way from the church, it could still be appropriate to 

have a Mass so please investigate this with the priest involved 

before making assumptions. The third part of the Rite is the 

Committal Service at the cemetery. This brings prayerful closure 

and helps us make a connection to their final place of rest. 

Even if the Committal is done later (the body needed to be 

cremated or some other reason), it is still appropriate to ask a 

priest or deacon to lead you in that prayer (and Fr. Nick and I 

are happy to do that for and with you!).

As always, if you have any questions or clarifications 

on the Church’s Guidelines for Funerals and Burials, please 

contact me. May all our beloved dead through the mercy of 

God rest in peace. Amen. And may God bless our week ahead!

Fr. Rich

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. pray for us!

St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. pray for us!

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the 

Catholic Church of the USA… pray for us!

St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us!

St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us!

Other notes from the pastor…

**OLP Cursillo Promotion Weekend (November 16/17) We 

are trying something new next year as a parish in collaboration 

with the Cursillo Retreat Movement in our Diocese. We are 

attempting to have a parish focused Curillo Retreat where OLP 

parishioners are the team members and we try to have mostly 

OLP members make the retreat. So, for February 21-23, 2025, 

we will have the OLP Men’s Cursillo at Our Lady of Mercy 

Church in Harborcreek. I will be one of the spiritual directors, 

along with Deacon Ralph, and Mike McLaughlin will be the lay 

leader. A Women’s Cursillo is planned for March 21-23, 2025 

also at Our Lady of Mercy Church with many OLP members as 

part of the team. Here’s a little more about Erie Cursillo from 

their website… “Cursillo (kur-SEE-yo) literally means “little 

course” and is an intense three-day spiritual retreat, the purpose 

of which is a deep personal encounter with Jesus Christ. Those 

who experience the Cursillo Movement know it is more than just 

three days of religious instruction. It is an effort to change the 

spiritual environment, to bring Jesus Christ into the world.” 

Please contact Steve Patterson 814-746-8859 or Debbie 

Patterson 814-504-8400 if you have questions. Sign up is easy, 

us the form in the bulletin or register online at 

www.eriecursillo.org.

**#iGiveCatholic 2024 is on  December 3
rd

This year 

our goal for #iGiveCatholic is $45,000 and 175 donors. Our 

OLP #iGiveCatholic Kickoff date will be Tuesday, November 

19
th

. Advanced giving is available from November 18-December 

2. We have chosen a parish ministry to benefit from your 

sacrifice, the Adult Faith Formation program. #iGiveCatholic 

donations will be used to fund our new staff position, 

Coordinator of Adult Faith Formation, held by Sr. Kathleen 

Dietz, FSO. It will also be used for parish subscriptions to 

media resources such as FORMED and Hallow available to all 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Special Collection: 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development

This week’s special collection is for the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development. In the United 
States, over 11% of the population lives in  poverty. 
Through this collection, you support programs that 

address the root causes of poverty and provide a 
sustainable future for those struggling across the country. 

In addition, 25% of the funds we collect remain in our 
diocese to fund local antipoverty projects. Please 

prayerfully consider how you can support this collection 
and those working on the margins. More information 

about the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
can be found at www.usccb.org/cchd.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Grades 1-8: Classes meet from 9:15-10:45AM in the 
school and church basement.

Nov. 17 No Religious Ed. Classes
Nov. 24 Classes 9:15 to 10:45AM; Grade 2 Parent Day,

Church Activity Form due for Grades 1-5

Grade 9, Confirmation class meets from 5:30-7:30PM in 
the church Social Room.

Nov. 17- No Confirmation Class
Nov. 24- Class 5:30-7:00PM, Bishop letter part 1 and

Confirmation name form due

Questions:  Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Director, 
814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org

OLP Knights 

of Columbus

“Keep Christ 

in Christmas” 

Poster Contest

Who: Anyone from age 5 to 14
What: Poster Contest topic “Keep Christ in 
Christmas.” People will have a deeper understanding 
of the true meaning of Christmas, and your artwork 
will bring others to remember Christ in Christmas.
Due: December 13, 2024
Contact: Bob Koshinskie, 814-449-1779  or  
rkoshinskie@roadrunner.com

Entry Forms available in the Church Office.

parishioners; for a Parish Mission in the spring of 2026 (we 

hope to bring in a nationally-known speaker); and for other 

supplies and hospitality at new formation events. Donations will 

be accepted until midnight on Tuesday, December 3
rd

which is 

the National day of Giving, #iGiveCatholic. Go to www.olp.org 

for more information or call the parish office.

**Our Parish Eucharistic Consecration Prayer Service and 

Liturgical Ministers Evening of Renewal will be Sunday, November 

24
th

from 5:30-7:30pm. There will be private Eucharistic 

Adoration from 5:15-5:30pm. At 5:30pm there will be a formal 

Holy Hour of Adoration that will include Solemn Evening Prayer, 

the formal Eucharistic Consecration Prayer and Benediction until 

6:30pm. From 6:30-7:30pm there will be more sessions with 

our liturgical ministers for their evening of renewal.

**Masses this Week Monday, Nov. 18
th

- St. Rose 

Phillippine Duchesne, Virgin (French Missionary to Missouri who 

opened the first free school west of the Mississippi in the mid-

19
th

Century); Tuesday, Nov. 19
th

and Wednesday, Nov. 20
th

-

Weekdays in Ordinary Time; Thursday, Nov. 21
st

– The 

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Friday, Nov. 22
nd

- St. 

Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr (3
rd

Century Patroness of Music 

because of the song of God in her heart); Saturday, Nov. 23
rd

-

Blessed Miguel Augustin Pro, Priest and Martyr (20
th

Century 

Jesuit who said “Long Live Christ the King!” at his execution).

**Thanksgiving Giving Opportunities As we approach 

Thanksgiving Day in two and a half weeks, this is always a 

good time of year to remember that one way we show our 

gratitude to God for all that He has blessed us with is to be 

generous in giving to others in need. Here are several 

opportunities at OLP to help those in need in the Erie 

Community this Thanksgiving.

One- we are collecting donations of Turkeys and 

desserts for the West Millcreek Food Pantry. You can either 

donate $10 for a dessert or $20 for a turkey at any time 

between now and Monday, November 18th at 9am. OR bring 

donations of non-refrigerated desserts on Sunday, November 17
th

(dropped off at the office). 

All frozen/refrigerated items (desserts/turkeys) must be 

dropped off between 8:00 and 9:00am on Monday, November 

18
th

.

Two- Thanksgiving weekend (Thursday, November 28 

through Sunday, December 1
st

) you can bring non-perishable 

food donations to any of the Masses and bring them forward 

during the presentation of the gifts OR you can bring cash or 

check donations to those Masses and present them in the 

basket in the sanctuary at the presentation of the gifts as well. 

Masses will be Thursday, November 28
th

at 9am, Friday, 

November 29
th

at 7am and 12:10pm, Saturday, November 30
th

at 8am and 5pm, and Sunday, December 1
st

at 7:30, 9 and 

11am, and 4:30pm.

**Wish List for the Church If anyone is interested in 

donating any of the following items for the church please 

contact the parish office.

Roman Missal for the Church $215 Taken

Chapel Roman Missal $119

Excerpts from the Roman Missal $40

Tabor Stand for Adoration $500-2,500

Glass Wine Flagon (cruet) $100-150

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Join us at Our Lady of Mercy Church in Harborcreek

OLP Men’s Cursillo: February 21-23, 2025

OLP Women’s Cursillo: March 21-23, 2025

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Cursillo candidates all have a sponsor, someone who has already made a Cursillo. Our OLP Coordinators, Steve and 

Debbie Patterson, will connect you with a sponsor if you do not have one already.

“Cursillo was a great weekend, I encountered Christ everywhere: the talks, the team and my fellow retreatants and found 

myself filled with the Holy Spirit and wanting to share this experience with others.” Mary

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our bulletin is supported through the generosity of the advertisers -
many of whom are our parishioners. Most 
are members of our local community. 
Please support our advertisers with your 
patronage. Tell the business owner that 
you appreciate their support of our parish 
through their ad in the bulletin.

Our Lady of Peace Parish Membership Form

Name ___________________________________________________ Phone __________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ Zip ______________________________

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to rectory.

CHECK ONE:

New Registration

Change of Address

Moving out of Parish

Want envelopes

Erie City Mission Volunteers Needed

We need your help in preparing and cooking food 

for our brothers and sisters in need.

Dates are Saturday’s:

Dec. 21, Jan. 18, Feb. 15, Mar 15

Time: 9:45AM to 1:00PM

Where:  11th & French St.

What: Prepare/Serve the Lunch Meal

Time:  Any parishioner 15 yrs or 

older

Contact: Scott Barnes, 881-8889

Qualifies for 

service hours!

Bulletin Early Deadlines
The Holidays are fast approaching and with it comes some early 

deadlines for the bulletin.  They are as follows:
For Sunday, December 1, 2024, articles are due November 19

For Sunday, December 8, 2024, articles are due by November 22
For Sunday, December 15, 2024, articles are due by November 26
For Sunday, December 22, 2024, articles are due by December 6
For Sunday, December 29, 2024, articles are due by December 9

For Sunday, January 5, 2025, articles are due December 13
For Sunday, January 12, 2025, articles are due December 13
You may e-mail the info to: cynthia.berarducci@olp.org

or drop it off at the church office.
Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Time to clean out your old Christmas decorations 
and shop for new ones.

Troop 59 will be accepting all your new/used 
Christmas decorations.

Drop off your decorations:
OLP Scout House:
Monday, November 25th   6:00 – 8:00PM
Monday, December 2nd   6:00 – 8:00PM

Christmas Decoration Sale:
OLP School Cafeteria:
Saturday, December 7th

8AM-12Noon and 4:00-7:00PM
Sunday, December 8th

8:00AM – Noon

Donations benefits:
OLP/West Lake FD Troop 59 activities.

Questions? Contact: Alyson Dana, 814-490-3493
alysondana81@gmail.com

OLP Boy Scout Troop 59
Christmas Decorations Sale

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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