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OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH ERIE, PA

MEMORIES AND DREAMS
Throughout our lives, we retain the language and habits of our native region and family of origin. 

Should we return to our home after a long absence, we quickly revert to its familiar speech and practices. 
Our deep memory is reflected in old stories and words and speech patterns. This familiarity runs like an 
underground river and accompanies us wherever we go.

Not only do we remember, we are incorporated into and made part of a greater memory. In 
remembering and recollecting, we are in turn gathered up and re-collected.

Today we remember Mary, a small figure travelling the country roads to visit Elizabeth. All the great 
pronouncements and dreams of the prophets point to this time when the Lord’s words to Mary would be 
gathered and fulfilled. The memories of her people are alive in her, and memories of her nourish our own 
living faith. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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The Sacrament of Baptism is 
celebrated each month on the 1st 
Sunday at 11AM Mass & 3rd 
Sunday at 12:30PM. A mandatory 
prep class for parents is available.
Sacrament of Matrimony An 
appointment with a parish priest six 
months prior to the wedding date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays 11:15AM-12:00PM
Saturdays 8:30-9AM;  3:45-4:45PM
or by appointment.
New Parishioners Welcome! 
Registration forms are available in 
the Parish Office or online.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation)

Anyone seeking information on 
becoming Catholic or completing 
one’s initiation into the Catholic 
faith should call the Parish Office.
Prayer Request Line:
Call the office: 814-833-7701 x0

Sunday’s Readings:
Entrance Antiphon - Drop down dew from above, you heavens, / and let the clouds rain down the 
Just One; / let the earth be opened and bring forth a Savior.
First Reading - From Bethlehem-Ephrathah shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel 
(Micah 5:1-4a).
Psalm - Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved (Psalm 80).
Second Reading - We have been consecrated through the offering of the body of Christ once for all 
(Hebrews 10:5-10).
Gospel - Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken by the Lord would be fulfilled (Luke 
1:39-45).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved.

Family Discussion of the Week: Obedience to God’s Will 
Elizabeth said, “Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.” (Luke 1:45)
Adults: When was it hardest for you to trust in God’s plan for you, as Mary did? What can 
help you at such times?
Kids: When is it hardest for you to obey a parent or teacher? What can help you obey with 
more trust?

Our Mission Statement:
Our Lady of Peace is a Catholic Community of Faith 

called to proclaim the greatness of the Lord through Worship, 

Service, Education and Ministry.

The OLP Prayer Ministry
This is a ministry for those individuals who are unable to attend usual parish functions perhaps due to an 

impairment, lack of transportation or illness. This active ministry can be done from home, a nursing home, the 
hospital, etc. Those who participate are asked to voluntarily pray for a specific group, ministry or function as the 
meeting, ministry or function is occurring. Prayer is vital to our lives and keeps us connected as members of the 
Body of Christ.

For more info, contact: Deacon John Mang at deacon.john@olp.org or Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Office, 
at 814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org.

The West Millcreek Food 
Pantry is asking for 

extra food donations:

• Canned Soup

• Canned Vegetables

• Whole Grain Cereal

• Pet Food

• Laundry Supplies

• Toilet Tissue/Kleenex

• Paper Towels/Napkins

• Personal Hygiene Items

• Reusable Grocery Bags
Thank you!

West Millcreek Food Pantry
The following are suggested items to purchase for each week; 
you may buy what is on sale; all non-perishables are 
acceptable. CEREAL is always needed.

December 2024
22th Nut Butters / Jelly or Jam
29th Pasta Sauce / Pasta

Pantry is OPEN  
(every 2nd & 4th Tuesday)  9-11AM for those living in

Millcreek & for OLP Parishioners, at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3642 West 26th Street.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 22, 2024

SANCTUARY LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory 
of Peggy & John Pulice - Family.

CHAPEL LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory of 
Ralph & Eva Dangelo - Family.

Readings for the Week of December 22nd
Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:2-5, 

27, 29; Lk 1:57-66
Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 

Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; 
Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14

Wednesday: Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6; 
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22

Friday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5 - 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; 

Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21 
[12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52

When at Mass offer the Mass for 

Vocations by praying the prayer below:
O God, who wills not the death of a sinner * but rather 
that he be converted and live * grant we beseech you * 
through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin 
* Saint Joseph, her spouse * St. Junipero Serra * and all the 
saints * an increase of laborers for your Church * fellow 
laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves 
for souls * through the same Jesus Christ * Your Son * 
Who lives and reigns with You * In the unity of the Holy 
Spirit * God forever * and ever. Amen.

Serra Prayer for Vocations

Members agree to go to daily Mass on a particular day every 
month and offer that Mass for an increase of vocations to the 
Church. There is a great need for vocations. One of the best ways 
to increase vocations is through prayer, and the greatest prayer 
we have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass.
Upcoming Mass commitments:
Dec. 22: John G., Sally R., Dianne Y.
Dec. 23: Heidi A.
Dec. 24: Mary Ann A., Magherita H., Audrey & Robert H.
Dec. 25: Christine O.
Dec. 26: Cynthia B., Dave W., Joe S., Deb T., Corky Y.
Dec. 27: Ann R.
Dec. 28: Ann F., Michael M., Mary Margaret M.
Dec. 29: Linda M., Janet A.
If you would like to join the OLP 31 Club, please call Dave or 
Kathy Wayman at 397-6443. There are no dues and no meetings, 
only opportunities for grace and the satisfaction that comes from 
helping to fulfill a great need in the Church.

OLP 31 Club
Praying for vocations every day of the year!

A Family Perspective

Mary was excited about her first pregnancy and rushed to 

tell her cousin. Sadly children are often seen as a liability, 

“another mouth to feed” or an “obstacle to my career.” It 

is said “Christmas is for children.” It is more accurate to say 

“Christmas is for adults to appreciate the gift of children!”

Please see page 6

for the

Christmas 

Mass 

Schedule
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From the Pastor’s Desk…

A blessed 4
th

Sunday of Advent and an early Merry 

Christmas from myself, Fr. Nick, Deacon John, Deacon Ralph and 

the whole staff here at Our Lady of Peace Parish! I encourage 

you to get to church early for the 5pm and Midnight Masses on 

Christmas Eve. Voice of Peace Choir will be performing prelude 

music from 4:30-5pm and Selah Praise Band from 11:30pm –

Midnight. This is a great way to prepare for our Christmas 

Masses and to show thanks to our music groups who put much 

time into preparing our music for the Christmas Season and help 

make it so special here at Our Lady of Peace. We also look 

forward to hearing the Announcement of Christmas at Midnight 

Mass.

Here is the Christmas Mass schedule at Our Lady of 

Peace…

Tuesday, December 24
th

(No 12:10pm daily Mass)

5pm Family Mass

7:30pm Mass

Wednesday, December 25
th

12AM Midnight Mass

10am Mass

Remember that we celebrate Christmas as an Octave so 

from Tuesday, December 25 through Tuesday, January 1
st

; so, 

our Masses will have full solemnity as if Christmas Day with a 

Gloria, extra music and chant as well as the use of the Roman 

Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I). Both the beginning and end of the 

octave, Christmas and Mary, Mary of God (January 1
st

) are Holy 

Days of Obligation. Masses for Mary, Mother of God will be 

Tuesday, December 31
st

at 5:30pm and Wednesday, January 1
st

at 10am.

May God bless our short 4
th

week of Late Advent and 

our Christmas Octave ahead!

Fr. Rich

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. pray for us!

St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. pray for us!

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the Catholic 

Church of the USA… pray for us!

St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us!

St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us!

Other notes from the pastor…

**Please note that the parish office will be closed from Tuesday, 

December 24th until Wednesday, January 1st and thank you for 

understanding the need to give our parish staff a well-deserved 

break.

**A huge thank you to all who donated to the #iGiveCatholic 

Campaign! As of December 10
th

we had 160 donations for 

$36,772. We receive the most donations for the Diocese of Erie 

and 4
th

in total raised. This is a major help to support and grow 

our Adult Faith Formation program. If you did not have a 

chance to give to OLP through #iGiveCatholic due to the winter 

storm or other issues, feel free to make a donation in a specially 

marked envelope and it will still be used for Adult Faith 

Formation.

**Hopefully you have seen the 2025 Parish Calendars that are 

at the doors of the church. I thank our sponsors for making 

them possible. Scott Enterprises; E.C.C.A. Inc Payroll and Tax 

Service; First National Bank, Chris Hanes, Manager; Beer &Pop 

Discount Warehouse; Knights of Columbus, OLP Council 11454; 

and Maleno, Custom Building, Real Estate and Property 

Management.

**Thank you to Mike and Mary Beth Whitman and Warren and 

Christine Beaver for donating the Christmas Books for our 

Parish! This year we are giving out the book we recently used 

for the Parish Eucharistic Consecration by Matthew Kelly… “33 

Days to Eucharistic Glory.” I highly recommend that you take a 

book and participate in the Eucharistic Consecration if you have 

not already done so- it will be a great blessing to you! If you 

did not get one earlier in the year then please take one now 

and allow it to help you grow in your Eucharistic Amazement!

**Christmas Gloria The Gloria returns to Mass on Christmas 

Eve as we join the Angels who sang the opening line of the 

Gloria on that first Christmas Night. Let’s prepare to give Glory 

to God in our Christmas celebrations!

**Christmas Season Recall that the Christmas Season lasts 

2 and a half weeks this year. Highlights include the Feast of 

the Holy Family (Sunday, December 29
th

), Mary the Mother of 

God (Wednesday, January 1st), and the Epiphany (Sunday, 

January 5th when we will have the Proclamation of the dates 

for Easter and other significant dates of the Liturgical Year and 

hand out the house blessing cards). The Christmas Season will 

conclude on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on Sunday, 

January 12th when we will have Solemn Evening Prayer with 

Benediction at 6pm.

**Holy Hour for Peace We will continue the tradition of 

ringing in the New Year with Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament from 11pm-12 Midnight on New Year’s Eve (Tuesday, 

December 31st). What a great way to start the new year by 

receiving the Blessing (Benediction) of Jesus through His 

Eucharistic Presence right at Midnight! We will pray for peace in 

our world though a litany of peace. After the Holy Hour there 

will be time for a champagne toast and fellowship in the 

rectory.

**Appreciation Dinner Our Parish Appreciation Dinner is 

Sat., Jan. 18th at 6pm. If you volunteer in any capacity, mark 

your new 2025 calendar and plan to attend. Reservations are 

necessary, RSVP to the church office by calling 814-833-7701 

x202 or email marybeth.whitman@olp.org. by Wed., Jan. 8
th

**Masses this Week Monday, Dec. 23
rd

and Tuesday, 

December 24
th

- Days of Late Advent; Wednesday, Dec. 25
th

- the 

Nativity of the Lord (Christmas); Thursday, Dec. 26
th

- St. 

Stephen, the First Martyr: Friday, Dec. 27
th

- St. John, Apostle 

and Evangelist; Saturday, Dec. 28
th

- the Holy Innocents, 

Martyrs.

**Our Neighbor’s Place Recently, we shared that OLP is 

taking the lead in providing volunteers and supplies at Our 

Neighbor’s Place the week of January 15-21, 2025 and asked 

for your support. Please see page 8 on how you can help. In 

the past we have had parishioners volunteer with other faith 

communities in their weeks to support the shelter; but this is 

the first time OLP is taking on an entire week. I am excited 

that we are taking this step under the leadership of our new 

Community Outreach Coordinator, Andy Heinlein. I have no 

doubt that you will do an outstanding job in helping us do this. 

This is such a great opportunity to live out the Corporal Work 

of Mercy of providing shelter for the homeless in our Catholic/

Christian tradition. My hope is that we can even expand into 

more weeks if that becomes necessary.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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**Vatican Eucharistic Miracle Exhibit We have extended the 

time for this exhibit since Advent was thrown off by the big 

storm. We will rotate through the 3 sets of panels after the 

Christmas Season from Mon., Jan. 13
th

to Sun., Feb. 2
nd

.

**Genuflection During the Creed on Christmas Day (and other 

times) Another liturgical note to be ready for is the tradition 

we have genuflecting during the Creed at Christmas Masses 

when we profess our faith in the great mystery of the 

Incarnation. I share part of an article from Aletia to reinforce 

the importance of this gesture. “For Catholics in the Roman Rite 

of the Church, bending the knee to the ground is a common 

gesture that is steeped in religious symbolism. It is an ancient 

custom, one that helps Christians pray with both body and soul. 

However, it isn’t always communicated to the lay faithful when 

a person should genuflect. Many know why bending the knee is 

an important gesture, but we don’t always know when is the 

proper time and place. To discover the answer to that, we need 

to look at the General Instruction of the Roman Missal(GIRM). 

First of all, the GIRM states, “A genuflection, made by bending 

the right knee to the ground, signifies adoration, and therefore 

it is reserved for the Most Blessed Sacrament.” This is extremely 

important as it explains that the genuflection is a gesture 

ultimately directed towards God, truly present in the Holy 

Eucharist. We don’t genuflect to people (as some cultures did in 

the past) or material things, but to God alone. Next the GIRM 

explains, in most cases “all who pass before the Most Blessed 

Sacrament genuflect.” There are a few exceptions to this rule 

that are spelled out in the GIRM, but those relate to those who 

are performing some sort of function at Mass. Outside of those 

exceptions, it is the general custom in the Roman Rite that you 

genuflect on one knee whenever you pass before the tabernacle 

(that contains the Blessed Sacrament). Usually when people enter 

a Catholic church and walk to their pew they genuflect before 

sitting down, which is a small gesture of adoration for the One 

who is present there. However, it’s important to note that a 

genuflection is only necessary when passing the tabernacle. This 

means a person should look out for the tabernacle, as the 

tabernacle may not be visibly present, in a side chapel, or even 

empty. There is no reason to genuflect when entering a church 

if you don’t walk by a tabernacle. In those cases a simple bow 

to the altar is appropriate. On Good Friday, when the Blessed 

Sacrament has been removed to the altar of repose, we do not 

genuflect before the empty tabernacle. A good reminder is to 

look for the lamp which is kept burning near the tabernacle 

when the Blessed Sacrament is present. Another custom, though 

not universal in practice, is to genuflect on two knees when the 

Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the altar in a gold monstrance 

for public adoration. This is a tradition many are familiar with, 

but it is optional. It simply recognizes that Jesus is no longer 

behind a door, but is before everyone in a more visible way.

Besides these instances, there are a few other 

circumstances when a genuflection is asked for special occasions. 

For example, it is customary to genuflect before “the Holy Cross 

from the solemn adoration during the liturgical celebration on 

Good Friday until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.” During this 

solemn time of the year the cross receives special attention, and 

the genuflection gives honor to the sacrifice Jesus made on the 

cross. Another time is during the recitation of the Creed on the 

feast of the Annunciation and Christmas at the words “and by 

the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became 

man.” This is physical gesture is meant to remind the faithful of 

the reality of the Incarnation and how Jesus descended into the 

world to become one of us. In the end, genuflection is a 

beautiful custom preserved by the Roman Rite which gives honor 

to the true “King of kings” who is truly present in the Most 

Blessed Sacrament.”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Christmas Mass Schedule

SUNDAY, December 22, 2024
Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:30AM Attilio Ciccozzi - Ehrman Family

9:00AM Richard Brazus - Wife, Marcia
11:00AM Living & Deceased Members of OLP
4:30PM Andrew Novak - Family

TUESDAY, December 24, 2024
7:00AM Robert Wieczorek - Family

Christmas Eve 
5:00PM Peggy & John Pulice - Family

7:30PM Michael & Marianne Fetzer -

Tom & June Carr

Midnight 12:00AM

Living & Deceased Members of OLP
MONDAY, December 23, 2024

7:00AM Don DiPlacido - Family

12:10PM Jerry Kenwood - Sister, Joan

WEDNESDAY, December 25, 2024

The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas
10:00AM Albert & Dorothy Kremp -

Gary & Cheryl Carver

THURSDAY, December 26, 2024
7:00AM Gertrude Milkowski -

Daughter, Nancy
12:10PM Jean Yurkovic -

Mary & Dave Dombrowski

FRIDAY, December 27, 2024
7:00AM John Wojtkielewicz - Family

12:10PM Lawrence & Patricia Smith -

Family

SATURDAY, December 28, 2024

8:00AM Colleen Long - Belinda Mozdy
5:00PM Edward Karpinski -

Jackie, Dan & Family

SUNDAY, December 29, 2024
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
7:30AM Edward Chimenti, Jr. - EJ & Judy Johns

9:00AM Hank & JoAnne Starr - Holmes Family

11:00AM Walter Schreiber, Jr. - Family

4:30PM Living & Deceased Members of OLP

MONDAY, December 30, 2024
7:00AM Janet Eisert - Richard Wingenbach

12:10PM Marcy Lubin - Family

TUESDAY, December 31, 2024
7:00AM Linda Platz - Family

10:00AM Norma Kalie - Husband, Jim
Vigil:

5:30PM Don & Rinda Pulice - Cheryl Bennett

11:00PM Holy Hour for Peace

WEDNESDAY, January 1, 2025

The Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
10:00AM Giuseppina Iantomasi - Friend
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Our bulletin is supported through the generosity of the 
advertisers - many of whom are our parishioners. Most are 
members of our local community. Please support our advertisers 
with your patronage. Tell the business owner that you appreciate 
their support of our parish through their ad in the bulletin.

Our Lady of Peace Parish Membership Form

Name ___________________________________________________ Phone __________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ Zip ______________________________

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to rectory.

CHECK ONE:

New Registration

Change of Address

Moving out of Parish

Want envelopes

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Grades 1-8: Classes meet from 9:15-10:45AM in the 
school and church basement.

Dec. 22 Class 9:15 to 10:45, grade 3 Parent Day,
Church Activity form due for Gr. 1-5

Dec. 29 No Religious Ed. Classes

Grade 9, Confirmation class meets from 5:30-7:30PM in 
the church Social Room.

Dec. 22 Class 5:30 to 7:30PM, Bishop letter part 2 &
Sponsor form due

Dec. 29 No Confirmation class

Questions:  Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Director, 
814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org

Erie City Mission Volunteers Needed

We need your help in preparing and cooking food 

for our brothers and sisters in need.

Dates are Saturday’s:

Jan. 18, Feb. 15, Mar 15

Time: 9:45AM to 1:00PM

Where:  11th & French St.

What: Prepare/Serve the Lunch Meal

Time:  Any parishioner 15 yrs or older

Contact: Scott Barnes, 881-8889

Qualifies for 

service hours!
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