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OUR LADY OF PEACE CHURCH ERIE, PA

GOD’S LAW
Scripture has always held God’s law to be the path to human happiness. In today’s first reading, Ezra 

the priest reads the scroll of the law to the people returned from exile. They weep—then are joyful. Israel’s 
relationship with God had always been defined by how they kept and lived God’s law. The author of Psalm 
96 likewise praises the law of God as the source of wisdom, joy and enlightenment, purity and justice. 

In his advice to the bickering Corinthians, Paul points out that, just as God has made all parts of a 
human body essential for the health of the whole, living as “Christ’s body” requires that each member be 
recognized as necessary for the good of all. Finally, in Luke’s Gospel Jesus claims that the Spirit is sending 
him to relieve human suffering. Like Ezra, he is reading from a scroll, proclaiming God’s “law” of mercy to 
those in need.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co..
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The Sacrament of Baptism is 
celebrated each month on the 1st 
Sunday at 11AM Mass & 3rd 
Sunday at 12:30PM. A mandatory 
prep class for parents is available.
Sacrament of Matrimony An 
appointment with a parish priest six 
months prior to the wedding date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays 11:15AM-12:00PM
Saturdays 8:30-9AM;  3:45-4:45PM
or by appointment.
New Parishioners Welcome! 
Registration forms are available in 
the Parish Office or online.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation)

Anyone seeking information on 
becoming Catholic or completing 
one’s initiation into the Catholic 
faith should call the Parish Office.
Prayer Request Line:
Call the office: 814-833-7701 x0

Sunday’s Readings:
Entrance Antiphon - O sing a new song to the Lord; / sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his 
presence are majesty and splendor. / strength and honor in his holy place.
First Reading - Ezra read from the book of the law of God to the assembled people. They 
understood and accepted the law (Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10).
Psalm - Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life (Psalm 19).
Second Reading - As the body with its many parts is still one body, so it is with Christ 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-30 [12-14, 27]).
Gospel - While attending worship in the Nazarean synagogue, Jesus reads from the prophet 
Isaiah and declares himself to be the fulfillment of the prophecy (Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved.

Family Discussion of the Week:    Time Accepting Responsibility
Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.” (Luke 4:17b-18a)
Adults: What do you believe that the anointing you received at baptism requires you to do?
Kids: What could you do this week for someone who has less than you?

Our Mission Statement:
Our Lady of Peace is a Catholic Community of Faith 

called to proclaim the greatness of the Lord through Worship, 

Service, Education and Ministry.

The OLP Prayer Ministry
This is a ministry for those individuals who are unable to attend usual parish functions perhaps due to an 

impairment, lack of transportation or illness. This active ministry can be done from home, a nursing home, the 
hospital, etc. Those who participate are asked to voluntarily pray for a specific group, ministry or function as the 
meeting, ministry or function is occurring. Prayer is vital to our lives and keeps us connected as members of the 
Body of Christ.

For more info, contact: Deacon John Mang at deacon.john@olp.org or Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Office, 
at 814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org.

The West Millcreek Food 
Pantry is asking for 

extra food donations:

• Canned Soup

• Canned Vegetables

• Whole Grain Cereal

• Pet Food

• Laundry Supplies

• Toilet Tissue/Kleenex

• Paper Towels/Napkins

• Personal Hygiene Items

• Reusable Grocery Bags
Thank you!

West Millcreek Food Pantry
The following are suggested items to purchase for each week; 
you may buy what is on sale; all non-perishables are 
acceptable. CEREAL is always needed.

January 2025

26th Dry Milk / Juice / Nutritional Drink

Pantry is OPEN  January  28th
(every 2nd & 4th Tuesday)  9-11AM for those living in

Millcreek & for OLP Parishioners, at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3642 West 26th Street.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 26, 2025

SANCTUARY LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory 
for a Special Intention.

CHAPEL LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory of 
Frances Birchard - Family.

Readings for the Week of January 26th

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1, 2, 3,3-4, 5-6; 
Mk 3:22-30

Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2 and 4, 7-8a, 10, 11; 
Mk 3:31-35

Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mk 4:21-25
Friday: Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:8-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40; 

Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; 

Mk 4:35-41
Sunday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10; Heb 2:14-18;

Luke 2:22-40

When at Mass offer the Mass for 

Vocations by praying the prayer below:
O God, who wills not the death of a sinner * but rather 
that he be converted and live * grant we beseech you * 
through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin 
* Saint Joseph, her spouse * St. Junipero Serra * and all the 
saints * an increase of laborers for your Church * fellow 
laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves 
for souls * through the same Jesus Christ * Your Son * 
Who lives and reigns with You * In the unity of the Holy 
Spirit * God forever * and ever. Amen.

Serra Prayer for Vocations

Members agree to go to daily Mass on a particular day every 
month and offer that Mass for an increase of vocations to the 
Church. There is a great need for vocations. One of the best ways 
to increase vocations is through prayer, and the greatest prayer 
we have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass.
Upcoming Mass commitments:
Jan. 27: Ann R.
Jan. 28: Ann F., Michael M., Mary Margaret M.
Jan. 29: Linda M., Janet A..
Jan. 30: Bethann D., Linda D., Julie M., James S..
Jan. 31: Jim Z.
Feb. 1: Maxine R., Mark S., Evelyn V., Pat B.
Feb. 2: Kathy W., Deacon Dennis K.
If you would like to join the OLP 31 Club, please call Dave or 
Kathy Wayman at 397-6443. There are no dues and no meetings, 
only opportunities for grace and the satisfaction that comes from 
helping to fulfill a great need in the Church.

OLP 31 Club
Praying for vocations every day of the year!

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2025

7:00AM Fred Fiedler - Children 
12:10PM Mary Jane MacKrell - Kozak Family

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025
7:00AM Linda Verdecchia - Jerry & Mary Ann

12:10PM Ruth Wise - Donna, Larry & Sally

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2025
7:00AM Alan Moy - Friend

12:10PM Irene & Jim Malue – Malue Family

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 2025
7:00AM Marie Kuzmim - Jim & Barb Pelkowski

12:10PM Frank Santangelo - Wife, Joan
2:00PM School Mass–Deceased Members of the 

DelBeato Family - Ehrman Family

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2025
7:00AM Susan Ambro - Family

12:10PM Special Intention - Family

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2025
8:00AM Richard Kasza - Friend
5:00PM Gasco Adriana - Angela La Furia

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025

The Presentation of the Lord
7:30AM Joseph Ambro - Family
9:00AM Living & Deceased Members of OLP
11:00AM Tom Boltz - Denise & Michael Gaines
4:30PM Mary Jane MacKrell - OLP Rosary Society

The church will remain open for private prayer 
Monday through Thursday from 7:00AM - 8:00PM and 

Friday 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Confessions available: 

Wednesdays 11:15-Noon
Saturday 8:30-9:00AM and 3:45-4:45PM
or by appointment - call the Church Office

Daily at 11:40AM All are welcome!
The Rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is prayed 
daily prior to the 12:10 Mass. Mary invites all her chil-
dren to pray her Rosary. Also, the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy is prayed following the 12:10 Mass in the Chapel.    

A Family Perspective

In today’s gospel, Jesus was 'praised by all' except in his 

hometown of Nazareth, where 'the eyes of all were intently on 

him.' Acceptance can be difficult to find at home due to 

unrealistic EXPECTATIONS. Jesus challenges us to 'proclaim 

liberty' to anyone 'oppressed' or 'captive' by our 

EXPECTATIONS.

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Grades 1-8: Classes meet from 9:15-10:45AM in the 
school and church basement.

Jan. 26 No Religious Ed. Classes, 
First Reconciliation Parent Meeting 12:15PM
in the church

Grade 9, Confirmation class meets from 5:30-7:30PM in 
the church Social Room.

Jan. 26 No Confirmation Class

Questions:  Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Director, 
814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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From the Pastor’s Desk…

A Blessed Catholic Schools Week to you! This week is a 

good time to more deeply appreciate the mission of Catholic 

Education in our church and to recommit ourselves to that 

mission. I encourage everyone in our parish to seriously consider 

Erie Catholic School System (and more specifically, Our Lady of 

Peace School) for the education of your children. I always tell 

you not to assume you cannot afford it and to speak to the 

administration of the school or myself if tuition is an issue for 

you. Also please pray for our Catholic Schools that they may be 

an instrument of grace and spiritual growth for our children and 

their families, as well as our adults who work and volunteer 

there. 

On another note, February 2
nd

is the Feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord in the Temple and since it falls on a 

Sunday in Ordinary Time we will still celebrate it next weekend. 

At both the 9am and 11am Masses we will have a blessing of 

candles and procession from the back of the church. If you have 

any candles you would like to have blessed please bring them to 

one of those Masses and place with the others in the back of 

the church. This was traditionally called Candlemas Day and the 

theme of the day focuses on Jesus as the Light of the world as 

for Catholics in the northern hemisphere the days are getting 

longer as we move toward spring and summer.  

May God bless our Catholic Schools and our week ahead!   

May God bless our week ahead!   

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Rich  

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. 

pray for us! 

St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. 

pray for us! 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the 

Catholic Church of the USA… pray for us! 

St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us! 

St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us! 

Other notes from the pastor…

**”Night to Shine” Please keep this prom event for the special 

needs community of Erie in your prayer as it approaches on 

Friday, February 7th.  Our Lady of Peace Parish has been 

blessed to be the host church for this event for the past 7 

years which is organized by the Tim Tebow Foundation. I thank 

Linda Hennigan, Michelle Ohmer and Mary Beth Whitman and all 

the volunteers who help organize this great event. There are 3 

ways you can still help this special event and ministry….ONE-

volunteer to be a buddy who stays with a honored guest 

throughout the event so that their parents/guardians can be 

treated to a social in another part of the building. TWO- Come 

to the Red Carpet from 6-7pm as each attendee is announced 

and cheered on by everyone else as they literally walk the red 

carpet. Please stop by or call the office if you would like to join 

the red carpet crew. THREE- Make a donation. We continue to 

seek sustainable ways to fund this ministry; so if you would like 

to make a donation or have ideas of grants or other sources of 

funds, please contact the office. And certainly we can all pray 

for this ministry and those it serves in the days ahead!  

**Thank you for Our Neighbors Place Overflow Shelter Thank 

you to Andy Heinlein (Parish Outreach Coordinator), Lori Mungle 

(parish Overflow Shelter Coordinator), and those who helped with 

running the Shelter from January 15-21, and those who donated 

time and money and supplies. The overflow shelter provides 

shelter for 40-50 people each night and is a critical way to live 

out the Corporal Works of Mercy so well done everyone and all 

glory to God! 

**Throat Blessings Monday, February 3rd is the Feast of St. 

Blaise and the traditional day for throat blessings that include a 

prayer for protection against all ailments. Individual blessings will 

be offered during Mass that day. We will also offer the general 

blessing at the conclusion of all the weekend Masses (Saturday 

evening and Sunday, February 1/2) as well as offering individual 

blessings AFTER every Mass. 

**Knights Pancake Breakfast/Scout Sunday Next Sunday, 

February 2
nd

is Scout Sunday and our scouts will be present for 

Mass at 9am. It is also the next Pancakes Breakfast offered by 

the Knights of Columbus from 8-11am. Both these groups do 

much to support our mission at Our Lady of Peace so your 

prayers and support of them is appreciated. 

**Masses this Week Monday, Jan.27
th

- St. Angela Merici, Virgin 

(16
th

century Italian orphan and founder of the Ursuline Order); 

Tuesday, Jan. 28
th

- St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of 

the Church (13
th

Century Dominican Philosopher and Theologian); 

Wednesday, Jan. 29
th

, Thursday, Jan. 30
th

, and Saturday, Feb. 

1
st

- Weekdays in Ordinary Time); Friday, Jan. 31
st

- St. John 

Bosco, Priest (20
th

Century Italian “Apostle of Youth” depicted 

in the OLP windows- (check it out at www.olp.org on the 

Spiritual Resources page).

**Vatican Eucharistic Miracle Exhibit We have extended the time 

that we will have this exhibit since Advent was thrown off by 

the big storm. The 3 sets of panels will rotate weekly through 

Sunday, February 2
nd

.

**Christmas Thank Yous Now that our Christmas Season is 

officially over, I would like to again thank everyone who helped 

make Christmas at OLP a beautiful celebration and season.  I 

specifically thank our staff members who put in overtime, all of 

our liturgical ministers, our music ministry and our environment 

committee led by Brian Kuzmin and Chris Ehrman and his crew 

from Allburn Florist who did a wonderful job in decorating the 

church and getting us in the Christmas Spirit (I received many, 

many compliments on how beautiful the church looked!).  And 

thank you the Boy Scouts leaders who helped decorate and un-

decorate the church over the past month.  Lastly, on behalf of 

Fr. Nick, Fr. Shane and myself, I want to thank all of you who 

gave us personal Christmas gifts and cards.  We were 

overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness and generosity, and we 

continue to thank God for you, Our Lady of Parish family!

** Epiphany Proclamation I share below the Epiphany 

Proclamation.  Make sure you mark the dates on your personal 

calendar and set aside those most important days of our 

liturgical year (Holy Week and Easter) for prayer and celebration 

with your parish family.  Do not let those days be an after-

thought; but make them a priority around which to plan 

vacations, events, and other things that can keep us from 

worshiping.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Year End Giving Statements

To request your giving statement please contact 
Mary Beth Whitman in the church office by:

Calling: 833.7701 x 202 or E-mailing:
marybeth.whitman@olp.org

Thank you for supporting the mission of OLP.

Our Lady of Peace…

Pray for us

All Volunteers Welcome
Sunday Supper Mission

Meal served at First Presbyterian Church

We need your help in preparing, cooking and feeding 
our brothers and sisters in need.

Planning Meeting: Wednesday Jan. 29, 7PM
Where: OLP Church Meeting Room
What: Select Menu and volunteer for tasks
Who: Any parishioner 15+ years
Date to Serve: Sunday, Feb. 9th,  3:30-5:30pm
Contact: Pete Piotrowski, 814-600-5386 or Debbie 
Piotrowski, 814-812-0122

The Knights of Columbus Council
of Our Lady of Peace

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, February 2nd

OLP Cafeteria from 8:00 to 11:00AM

Menu: 
Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, 

Hash Browns/Sausage/Juice/Coffee/Tea
Now Accepting Credit Cards

Adults $10  Child $6 (6-15)  5 & Under Free
Join us for the “Best Breakfast Deal” in town, 

and support your KofC organization. 

Like us on FaceBook:
www.facebook.com/kofc11454/

Epiphany Announcement of Easter and the Moveable Feasts (for 

the year 2025)

Know, dear brothers and sisters,

that, as we have rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, so by leave of God's mercy

we announce to you also the joy of his Resurrection,

who is our Savior.

On the fifth (5th) day of March will fall 

Ash Wednesday, and the beginning of the fast of the 

most sacred Lenten season.

On the twentieth (20th) day of April you will celebrate 

with joy Easter Day, the Paschal feast of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.

On the twenty-ninth (29th) day of May will be the 

Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ.

On the eighth (8th) day of June, the feast of 

Pentecost.

On the twenty-second (22nd) day of June the feast of 

the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. On the 

thirtieth (30th) day of November, the First Sunday of 

the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom is honor 

and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Knights of Columbus
Free-Throw Championship

Boys & Girls ages 9 - 14

All boys and girls 
ages 9 through 14 
are invited to 
participate in the 
Knights of 
Columbus Free 
Throw Contest. 

The local competition will be held on 
Sunday, February 16th 

at 1:00PM in the OLP gym.

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship is held annually with winners 
progressing through local, district, regional, and 
state competitions.  All boys and girls 9 to 14 
years of age are eligible to participate and will 
compete in their respective age divisions.

Entry forms will be available at the competition. All 
participants will shoot 15 Free Throws to 
determine the winners who will advance to the 
District competition.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lady of Peace Parish Membership Form

Name ___________________________________________________ Phone __________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ Zip ______________________________

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to rectory.

CHECK ONE:

New Registration

Change of Address

Moving out of Parish

Want envelopes

Our bulletin is supported through the generosity of the 
advertisers - many of whom are our parishioners. Most are 
members of our local community. Please support our 
advertisers with your patronage. Tell the business owner that 
you appreciate their support of our parish through their ad in 
the bulletin.

If you are cleaning out 
your closets or spare 
rooms and find any 
unwanted cotton, flannel 
or fleece material, please 

consider donating it to the Sew What? group. Yarn, 
thread and batting is also needed.

This group sews pillowcases, quilts, blankets, winter 
hoods, scarves, stuffed animals and other things for 
veterans, refugees and our Erie neighbors in need. Over 
the years Sew What? has delivered thousands of items 
to community service agencies in the Erie area, relying 
solely on donations to perform its work.

Please contact:
Mary E., 814-866-2854 or Joni B., 814-881-8324.

Pickup available.

Erie City Mission Volunteers Needed

We need your help in preparing and cooking food 

for our brothers and sisters in need.

Dates are Saturday’s:

Feb. 15, Mar. 15, Apr. 19, May 17

Time: 9:45AM to 1:00PM

Where:  11th & French St.

What: Prepare/Serve the Lunch Meal

Time:  Any parishioner 15 yrs or older

Contact: Scott Barnes, 881-8889

Qualifies for 

service hours!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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