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The Sacrament of Baptism is 
celebrated each month on the 1st 
Sunday at 11AM Mass & 3rd 
Sunday at 12:30PM. A mandatory 
prep class for parents is available.
Sacrament of Matrimony An 
appointment with a parish priest six 
months prior to the wedding date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Wednesdays 11:15AM-12:00PM 
Saturdays 8:30-9AM;  3:45-4:45PM 
or by appointment. 
New Parishioners Welcome! 
Registration forms are available in 
the Parish Office or online. 
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation)
Anyone seeking information on 
becoming Catholic or completing 
one’s initiation into the Catholic 
faith should call the Parish Office. 
Prayer Request Line: 
9AM-3PM  Edie  814-651-5952 
3PM-9PM  Barb  814-392-8348

Sunday’s Readings:
Entrance Antiphon - O people of Sion, behold, / the Lord will come to save the nations, / and 
the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard / in the joy of your heart. 
First Reading - He shall bring justice for the afflicted; the earth shall overflow with the 
knowledge of the Lord (Isaiah 11:1-10). 
Psalm - Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever (Psalm 72). 
Second Reading - Glorify God by living in harmony with one another, welcoming each other as 
Christ welcomed you (Romans 15:4-9). 
Gospel - Produce good fruit worthy of your baptism; repent, for the reign of God is near 
(Matthew 3:1-12). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved. 

Family Discussion of the Week:    Our Need to Change
This is the one (John the Baptist) of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” (Matthew 3:3) 
Adults: What do you need to change so that others can learn from watching you that Christ 
walks among us? 
Kids: What could you do so that others will see in you what it means to follow Jesus? 

Our Mission Statement: 
Our Lady of Peace is a Catholic Community of Faith  

called to proclaim the greatness of the Lord through Worship, 
Service, Education and Ministry.

The OLP Prayer Ministry 
    This is a ministry for those who are unable to attend the usual parish functions; perhaps 
due to an impairment, lack of transportation or illness. This active ministry can be done from 
home, a nursing home, the hospital, etc. Those who participate are asked to pray for a 
specific group, ministry or function as the meeting, ministry or function is occurring. Prayer is 
vital to our lives and keeps us connected as members of the Body of Christ. 
    For more info, contact: Deacon John Mang at deacon.john@olp.org or Tammie Mang, 
Faith Formation Office, at 814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org. 

The West Millcreek Food 
Pantry is asking for  

extra food donations: 
• Canned Soup 
• Canned Vegetables 
• Whole Grain Cereal 
• Pet Food 
• Laundry Supplies 
• Toilet Tissue/Kleenex 
• Paper Towels/Napkins 
• Personal Hygiene Items 
• Reusable Grocery Bags

Thank you!

West Millcreek Food Pantry 
The following are suggested items to purchase for each week; you 
may buy what is on sale; all non-perishables are acceptable. 
CEREAL is always needed. 

December 2025 
  7th Coffee / Tea / Juice 
 14th Shelf Stable Milk / Rice 
 21st Canned: Chicken/Beef/Tuna/Salmon 
 28th Nut Butters / Jelly, Jam 

Pantry is OPEN  December 9th & 23rd 
(every 2nd & 4th Tuesday)  9-11AM for those living in 

Millcreek & for OLP Parishioners, at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3642 West 26th Street.

THE LONG-AWAITED ONE
As the Sundays of Advent unfold the scriptures shift focus from the final coming of the Lord to 

his historical birth. Today’s scriptures blend the two. Isaiah’s disillusionment with the kings of his own day 
led him to envision an ideal king who would rule with divine approval and be led by divine wisdom. For 
centuries the Jewish people anticipated the arrival of that Messiah, who would usher in a blessed age when 
the whole world would finally dwell in justice and peace. 

After centuries of such growing expectation, the preaching of John the Baptist about the imminent 
arrival of the Messiah could not help but provoke intense interest. The Baptist’s message about preparation for 
“the one who is coming” (Matthew 3:11) makes clear that Jesus is, in fact, the long-awaited one who is 
ushering in the new age foretold by Isaiah and all the prophets.          Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 7, 2025
Readings for the Week of December 7th

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38

Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;
Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
Friday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;

Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;

Mt 17:9a, 10-13
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10;

Mt 11:2-11

When at Mass offer the Mass for
Vocations by praying the prayer below:

O God, who wills not the death of a sinner * but rather
that he be converted and live * grant we beseech you *
through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin *
Saint Joseph, her spouse * St. Junipero Serra * and all the
saints * an increase of laborers for your Church * fellow
laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for
souls * through the same Jesus Christ * Your Son * Who
lives and reigns with You * In the unity of the Holy Spirit *
God forever * and ever. Amen.

Serra Prayer for Vocations

Members agree to go to daily Mass on a particular day every
month and offer that Mass for an increase of vocations to the
Church. There is a great need for vocations. One of the best ways
to increase vocations is through prayer, and the greatest prayer we
have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass.
Upcoming Mass commitments:
Dec. 7: Margaret K.
Dec. 8: Peggy C., Tim G., Pat H., Catilda M., Patricia P.,

Diane & Bill S., Jean V., Ann S.
Dec. 9: Elaine S., Jane D.
Dec. 10: Ann T., Pat M., Mary S.
Dec. 11: Dave D.
Dec. 12: Rose B., Chris P.
Dec. 13: Sylvia B., Joanie M., Charlie R., Sarah F.
Dec. 14: Mary Fran P., Peggy R., Alice S.
If you would like to join the OLP 31 Club, please call Dave or
Kathy Wayman at 814-397-6443. There are no dues and no
meetings, only opportunities for grace and the satisfaction that
comes from helping to fulfill a great need in the Church.

OLP 31 Club
Praying for vocations every day of the year!

MASS INTENTIONS

Daily at 11:40AM All are welcome!
The Rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is prayed
daily prior to the 12:10 Mass. Mary invites all her children
to pray her Rosary. Also, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy is
prayed following the 12:10 Mass in the Chapel.

SANCTUARY LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory
of Joe Pettinato - Family.
CHAPEL LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory of
John Alward - Family.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Holy Day of Obligation
7:00AM Henry Truchanowicz - Wife
12:10PM Joseph Morettini - Son
2:00PM School Mass - Attilio & Anna Ciccozzi -

Ehrman Family
5:30PM Anthony Gumino - Daughters

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025
7:00AM Andrew Baran - Family
12:10PM Carmelina Fatica - Pirrello Family
2:00PM Mass at LECOM Nursing & Rehab,

(4114 Schaper Ave.): Deceased Relatives &
Friends

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025
7:00AM Tom Vojtek - Paul Vojtek Family
12:10PM Allison Bosner - Mother, Sylvia
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
7:00AM Alberta Bigwood - Sadly Missed by

Paul, Michelle & Melissa
12:10PM Jimmy & Del Arduini - Daughter, Gloria
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025
7:00AM Mary Lou Wagner - Daughter, Corkey
12:10PM Special Intention - Family
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
8:00AM Patricia Anne (Kopkowski) Long -

Blinda Mozdy & Joseph Mozdy
5:00PM Msgr. Robert Schriefer - John & Betsy Truran

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent
7:30AM Joseph Kuhar - Wingenbach Family
9:00AM Mary Dobek - Maureen Wells
11:00AM Marilyn & Leo Schlecht -

Alexander & Groner Families
4:30PM Living & Deceased Members of OLP

The church will remain open for private prayer
Monday through Thursday from 7:00AM - 8:00PM and

Friday 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Confessions available:
Wednesdays 11:15-Noon

Saturday 8:30-9:00AM and 3:45-4:45PM
Sundays after all Masses during Advent

or by appointment - call the Church Office

Watch Our Lady of Peace Mass
On Our YouTube Channel

7:00AM Weekdays
8:00AM Saturdays
9:00AM Sundays

Go to www.olp.org, scroll down to
‘Find Us on Social Media,’ click on YouTube and you
will be connected to our Channel. Once there you can
watch previous Masses and also Subscribe by clicking
the red Subscribe button.
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From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 I have always seen the window of December 8th to 
12th (Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe) as a special opportunity 
to ensure that Mary is part of our Advent preparations. In 
2019, Pope Francis added the feast of Our Lady of Loreto on 
December 10th to the universal calendar of the church; so now 
we even have more opportunity to honor Mary in this stretch 
coming up this week. Our Lady of Loreto is the main Marian 
devotion in Italy and the shrine holds the Holy House of 
Nazareth (where we visited during our Eucharistic Miracles of 
Italy Pilgrimage in May). There is also a Litany of Loreto to 
Mary which is the only Litany to Mary officially approved by the 
Catholic Church and which includes many of the Marian Titles 
for Mary acknowledged in our Catholic Tradition over the years. 

So I encourage you to do something extra this week to 
honor our Blessed Mother. Consider praying the rosary, or a 
novena to Mary, or the Litany of Loreto (which is included on 
the next page), or refamiliarize yourself with our stain glass 
windows in the chapel that are dedicated to Mary (and are 
explained in the hallway outside the sacristy. As a Marian Parish, 
we can never honor Mary enough. Recall the words of St. 
Maximilian Kolbe who had a great devotion to Mary… “Never 
be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too much. You can never 
love her more than Jesus did.” 
 May God bless us in this special Marian window and 
our second week of Advent ahead!

Fr. Rich 

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. pray for us! 
St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. pray for us! 
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the 
Catholic Church of the USA… pray for us! 
St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us! 
St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us! 

Other notes from the pastor…
**Thank you so much to all those who were able to donate to 
Our Lady of Peace Parish for #iGiveCatholic 2025! Results will 
be in next weeks bulletin. 
**Please support the Boy Scout Christmas Garage Sale that is
happening this weekend (December 6-7) and the Knights of
Columbus Breakfast with Santa that is this Sunday, December 7th

from 8am-12:30pm. Both groups are extremely supportive of our 
parish and its mission so let us show them our gratitude. 
**Monday. December 8th- Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Holy Day of
Obligation. Masses are 7am, 12:10pm, 2pm (School) & 5:30pm. 
**Advent Tuesdays remaining...
1. Tues., Dec. 9th- Advent with St. John Henry Newman, New 
Doctor of the Church, with Fr. Nick Rouch and others- 6:30-
7:30pm in the church. 
2. Tues., Dec. 16th- 5:30pm-7:30pm- Community Advent 

Experience- 6pm Prayer and Dinner followed by activities 
(Crafts, Cookie Frosting, Blanket Making, Food Pantry Bag 
Packing). 

**Thank you to our 2026 Calendar Sponsors: Beer and Pop 
Warehouse, E.C.C.A Payroll and Tax Service, First National Bank, 
Robin Keisel, Manager and Vice President, Knights of Columbus 
OLP Council 11454, Maleno Real Estate and Scott Enterprises. 

**Masses this Week  Monday, Dec. 8th- Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Tuesday, 
Dec. 9th- St. Juan Diego (16th century peasant to whom Our 
Lady of Gudalupe appeared in 1531 in Mexico); Wednesday, 
Dec. 10th- Our Lady of Loreto (leading Marian devotion in Italy 
where the Holy House of Nazareth is venerated and after whom 
the main authorized litany to Mary is named); Thursday, Dec. 
11th- St. Damasus, Pope (4th Century Pope best known for 
growth of the cult of the saints); Friday, Dec. 12th- Our Lady 
of Guadalupe; Saturday, Dec. 13th- St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
(3rdcentury martyr under Emperor Diocletian in 304 AD). 
**Advent Confessions As Advent is a season of new 
beginnings, it is a great time to experience the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation which is THE Sacrament of new beginnings. There 
is no more appropriate and effective way to prepare for the gift 
of Christ and Christmas than to experience Reconciliation. Here 
are the opportunities for the great Sacrament of Reconciliation 
during Advent: 

a.  Confessions after all Sunday Masses 
b.  Normal weekly opportunities- Wednesdays from 
11:15am-Noon; Saturdays from 8:30-9am and 3:45-
4:45pm 
c. “The Light Is on For You”- Wednesday, December
17th from 5-7pm. All participating Erie churches are
open for confessions during this time, OLP will have 3
confessors.
d.  Extra Confession Times in Late Advent 

i.  Friday, Dec. 19th from 11:15am-12Noon. 
ii.  Monday, Dec. 22nd from 6-7pm. 

**Sunday, November 16, 2025, was the World Day of the
Poor, a day established by Pope Francis in 2017 for Catholics
to "reflect on how poverty is at the very heart of the Gospel." 
I remind you of the ways we have and will serve the poor in 
this season of Fall and Winter. 
1. Donations of Gift Cards for the Shining Star Project for St. 

Martin Center Christmas Gift Distribution from November 
23rd to December 8th. 

2. Donations of toiletries and cleaning supplies for the West 
Millcreek Food Pantry families that are packed at our 
Advent Community Gathering on Tuesday, December 16th. 
Donations taken through December 14th. 

3. Opportunities to volunteer at Emmaus Soup Kitchen and Erie 
City Mission at the regular OLP monthly commitments. 

4. Volunteer for the Our Neighbors Place Overflow Shelter for 
OLP’s designated week of January 14-20 (signup to 
volunteer on December 20-21). 

5. Keep an eye on the parish bulletin and weekly email for 
other opportunities to serve the poor of our community. 

Our Lady of Peace…
 Pray for us 
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Are you cleaning out closets or
spare rooms; found any cotton,
flannel or fleece material?
Please consider donating it to
the Sew What? group. Yarn,

thread and batting is also needed.
The group sews pillowcases, quilts, blankets, winter
hoods, scarves, stuffed animals and other items for
veterans, refugees and our Erie neighbors in need.
Over the years Sew What? has delivered thousands of
homemade items to community service agencies,
relying solely on donations. Please contact:

Mary E., 814-866-2854 or Joni B., 814-881-8324.
Pickup available.

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments - Bullying:
Bullying is defined as any unwanted aggressive behavior by another
youth or group of youths that involves an observed or perceived power
imbalance and is repeated multiple times or is highly likely to be
repeated. 20% of youth ages 12-18 experience bullying. When adults
respond quickly to bullying behavior, they send the message that bullying
is not acceptable. There are ways parents can make a positive
difference. Parents can educate themselves on the signs that a child is
being bullied or is a bully. Parents should keep the lines of
communication open with their child and model for their child how to treat
others. Encourage your child to be inclusive by welcoming others to join
their activities and groups. For more information on how to prevent
bullying in your community visit www.stopbullying.org. for additional
resources visit www.eriercd.org/childprotection.

Office for the Protection of Children/Youth

The Second Week of Advent:
December 7, 2025

1 Light the first and second purple
candles

2 Read from Scripture: "And Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from the city of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, to be
enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. And while they were there, the
time came for her to be delivered. And she
gave birth to her first-born son and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn." (Luke 2:4-7)
(Isaiah 9:2)

3 Pray the Advent Wreath Prayer for Week
2: “Dear Jesus, you entered our world on
Christmas as the Prince of Peace. This
Advent, as we strive to become the-best-
version-of-ourselves, fill us with a deep
and abiding peace. Help us share that
peace with everyone we encounter,
especially those who need it most. Amen.”

4 Reflect: What are your top three
priorities as you prepare for Christmas?
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Yard Signs Available: 
These yard 

signs,  
with the metal 

stake,  
are available in 

the church 
office. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
Grades 1-8: Classes meet in the school & church 
basement. 

Dec.  7         Classes 9:15-10:45AM 
Dec. 14        No Religious Ed. Classes 
Dec. 14        Edge Youth Group Night 5:30-7:00PM 
Dec. 21        Class 9:15-10:45AM, Grade 3 Parent Day, 
Church Activity form due for Grades 1-5, Mass Day 
Dec. 28        No Religious Ed. Classes

Grade 9 Confirmation class: Classes meets from 5:30-
7:00PM in the Church Social Room. 
Dec.  7         Class 5:30-7:00PM 
Dec. 14        No Confirmation Class 
Dec. 14        Confirmation Youth Group Night 6:30-8:30PM 
Dec. 21        Class 5:30-7:00PM, Bishop letter part 2 and 
Sponsor form due 
Dec. 28        No Confirmation Class

Questions:  Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Director,  
814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org Advent book for sale 

at the OLP Catholic Resource Kiosk 

Cost: - $5 

In Joy to the 
World. Dr. Scott 
Hahn brings the 
first Noel to 
new light 
through his 
thought-
provoking 
combination of 
exciting story-
telling and 
penetrating biblical insight. 

Christmas, as it appears in the New 
Testament, is the story of a father, a 
mother, and a child, their relationships, 
their interactions, their principles, their 
individual lives, and their life in common. 
To see the lives of this “earthy trinity” is 
to catch a first glimpse of heaven. Dr. 
Hahn shows Christmas to be the story of 
a family. 
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The Knights of Columbus Council
of Our Lady of Peace

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, December 7th

OLP Cafeteria from 8:00AM to 12:30PM
Menu:

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs,
Hash Browns/Sausage/Juice/Coffee/Tea

Credit Cards Accepted
Adults $10 Child $6 (6-15) 5 & Under Free
Join us for the “Best Breakfast Deal” in town,

and support your KofC organization.

Like us on FaceBook:
www.facebook.com/kofc11454/

Special Guest:
Santa Claus

Bulletin Early Deadlines
The Holidays are fast approaching and with it comes early

bulletin deadlines. They are as follows:
For Sunday, Dec. 21, 2025, articles are due by Dec. 12
For Sunday, Dec. 28, 2025, articles are due by Dec. 15

For Sunday, Jan. 4, 2026, articles are due Dec. 17
For Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026, articles are due Dec. 17

Youmay e-mail the info to: cynthia.berarducci@olp.org
or drop it off at the church office.

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation.
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Our Lady of Peace Parish Membership Form

Name ___________________________________________________ Phone __________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________ Zip ______________________________

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to rectory.

CHECK ONE:
New Registration
Change of Address
Moving out of Parish
Want envelopes

Erie City Mission Volunteers Needed
We need your help in preparing and cooking food

for our brothers and sisters in need.
Dates are Saturday’s:
Dec. 20, Jan. 17, Feb. 21, Mar. 21
Time: 9:45AM to 1:00PM
Where: 11th & French St.
What: Prepare/Serve the Lunch Meal
Time: Any parishioner 15 yrs or older
Contact: Scott Barnes, 881-8889

Qualifies for
service hours!

Our bulletin is supported through the generosity of the advertisers
- many of whom are our parishioners. Most are members of our
local community. Please support our advertisers with your
patronage. Tell the business owner that you appreciate their
support of our parish through their ad in the bulletin.
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  
Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.

David McIntosh, FIC
General Agent
412-729-2709

david.mcintosh@kofc.org
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  
Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.

(In Light Blue) In Loving Memory of Donna R. Kunco

From her loving husband, Ron and her loving Family.

*Use Angel picture.
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