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The Sacrament of Baptism is
celebrated each month on the 1st
Sunday at 11AM Mass & 3rd
Sunday at 12:30PM. A mandatory
prep class for parents is available.
Sacrament of Matrimony An
appointment with a parish priest six
months prior to the wedding date.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays 11:15AM-12:00PM
Saturdays 8:30-9AM; 3:45-4:45PM
or by appointment.
New Parishioners Welcome!
Registration forms are available in
the Parish Office or online.
OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation)
Anyone seeking information on
becoming Catholic or completing
one’s initiation into the Catholic
faith should call the Parish Office.
Prayer Request Line:
9AM-3PM Edie 814-651-5952
3PM-9PM Barb 814-392-8348

Sunday’s Readings:
Entrance Antiphon - You are just, O Lord, and your judgment is right; / treat your servant in
accord with your merciful love.
First Reading - Warn the wicked and try to turn them from their ways (Ezekiel 33:7-9).
Psalm - If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts (Psalm 95).
Second Reading - Owe nothing to anyone, except mutual love (Romans 13:8-10).
Gospel - If two agree about anything for which they pray, it shall be granted to them (Matthew
18:15-20).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved

Family Discussion of the Week: Helping Others Grow
Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone.” (Matthew 18:15)
Adults: How have you been able to follow Christ more closely because others patiently
loved you?
Kids: How can you help another person do the right thing?

The OLP Prayer Ministry
A ministry for those who are unable to attend the usual parish functions. This ministry can

be done from home, a nursing home, the hospital, etc. Those participating are asked to pray
for a specific group, ministry or function as it is occurring. Prayer is vital to our lives and
keeps us connected as members of the Body of Christ.

For more info, contact: Deacon John Mang at deacon.john@olp.org or Tammie Mang,
Faith Formation Office, at 814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org.

The West Millcreek Food
Pantry is asking for

extra food donaƟons:
Canned Soup
Canned Vegetables
Whole Grain Cereal
Pet Food
Laundry Supplies
Toilet Tissue/Kleenex
Paper Towels/Napkins
Personal Hygiene Items
Reusable Grocery Bags

Thank you!

West Millcreek Food Pantry
The following are suggested items to purchase for each week; you
may buy what is on sale; all non-perishables are acceptable.
CEREAL is always needed as well as reusable grocery bags.

September 2026
6th Nut BuƩers / Jam, Jelly
13th Sugar Free / Low Gluten Items
20th Dried Fruit / Raisins / Nuts
27th Mac ‘n Cheese / Rice

Pantry is OPEN September 8th & 22nd
(every 2nd & 4th Tuesday) 9-11AM for those living in

Millcreek & for OLP Parishioners, at
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 3642 West 26th Street.

AA MMEESSSSAAGGEE OOFF LLOOVVEE
In the final verses of today’s Gospel reading Jesus says that when two or three are gathered in his

name, “there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). So we understand that fraternal correction is
always undertaken with Jesus present to us.

Likewise, encouraging the good in others is not only the right thing for us to do, it is a necessity. The
Lord tells the prophet Ezekiel that if he “does not speak out” to dissuade a person from evil, then he too
will be held responsible.

We live in a “do your own thing” age when moral objectivity is often ignored. Clearly when the
message we share with others is one of love, our motives cannot ever be misinterpreted. As St. Paul writes,
“Love does no evil to the neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law” (Romans 13:10). Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
Readings for the Week of September 6th

Monday: Gen 1:26-2:3-8; Ps 90:2, 3-5a, 12-13, 14, 16
(Lord, give success to the work of our hands.);
Mt 6:31-34

Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17;
Lk 6:20-26

Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,
23-24; Lk 6:27-38

Friday: Col 3:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14
(The Lord speaks of peace to His people.);
Mt 5:38-48

Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;
Lk 6:43-49

Sunday: Sir 27:30 — 28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;
Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35

When at Mass offer the Mass for
Vocations by praying the prayer below:

O God, who wills not the death of a sinner * but rather
that he be converted and live * grant we beseech you *
through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin *
Saint Joseph, her spouse * St. Junipero Serra * and all the
saints * an increase of laborers for your Church * fellow
laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for
souls * through the same Jesus Christ * Your Son * Who
lives and reigns with You * In the unity of the Holy Spirit *
God forever * and ever. Amen.

Serra Prayer for Vocations

Members agree to go to daily Mass on a particular day every
month and offer that Mass for an increase of vocations to the
Church. There is a great need for vocations. One of the best ways
to increase vocations is through prayer, and the greatest prayer we
have is the holy sacrifice of the Mass.
Upcoming Mass commitments:
Sept. 6: Maxine B., Denise & Michael G., Susan F.
Sept. 7: Margaret K.
Sept. 8: Peggy C., Tim G., Pat H., Catilda M., Patricia P.,

Diane & Bill S., Jean V., Ann S.
Sept. 9: Elaine S., Jane D.
Sept. 10: Ann T., Pat M., Mary S.
Sept. 11: Dave D.
Sept. 12: Rose B., Chris P.
Sept. 13: Sylvia B., Joanie M., Charlie R., Sarah F.
If you would like to join the OLP 31 Club, please call Dave or
Kathy Wayman at 814-397-6443. There are no dues and no
meetings, only opportunities for grace and the satisfaction that
comes from helping to fulfill a great need in the Church.

OLP 31 Club
Praying for vocations every day of the year!

Daily at 11:40AM All are welcome!
The Rosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is prayed
daily prior to the 12:10 Mass. Mary invites all her children
to pray her Rosary. Also, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy is
prayed following the 12:10 Mass in the Chapel.

MASS INTENTIONS
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2026
LLaabboorr DDaayy
9:00AM Patricia DeVore -

Deborah Maciak & Family
Church Offices Closed Today
Will reopen 8:00AM Tuesday

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2026
7:00AM Joan Wieszczyk - Leo & Mary DeFabio
12:10PM Russ Madonia - Family
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2026
7:00AM Larry Milkowski - Daughter, Nancy
12:10PM Stan Scepura - Matt & Roberta Filippi
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026
7:00AM Ronnie Whitman - Family
12:10PM Patricia Smith - Family
1:30PM School Mass - Natalina & Frank Faraglia -

Ehrman Family
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2026
PPaattrriioott DDaayy
7:00AM Samuel Robert & Mary Hooks - Ginny Bello
12:10PM Marilyn Regnier - Family

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026
8:00AM Major Tom Carr - Tom & June Carr
5:00PM Eva Fatica - Amy Fatica
6:00PM Parish Picnic

(parish grounds: pavilion, cafeteria, etc)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
TTwweennttyy--FFoouurrtthh SSuunnddaayy iinn OOrrddiinnaarryy TTiimmee

7:30AM Living & Deceased Members of OLP
9:00AM Donald Prischak - Elaine & Roy Braughler

11:00AM Timothy & Betty Mahoney - Family
4:30PM Judy Barr - Zavasky Family

The church will remain open for private prayer
Monday through Thursday from 7:00AM - 8:00PM and

Friday 7:00AM - 4:00PM
Confessions available:
Wednesdays 11:15-Noon

Saturday 8:30-9:00AM and 3:45-4:45PM
or by appointment - call the Church Office

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
Registration for Faith Formation Grades 1-8 are due
September 1, 2026.
Registration for Grade 9 Confirmation were due August
17th.
All registration forms can be found on our website, olp.org
under the Faith Formation tab.

Questions: Tammie Mang, Faith Formation Director,
814-838-9983 or tammie.mang@olp.org

WeWill Never
Forget...
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From the Pastor’s Desk…
To my spiritual family of Our Lady of Peace-

Happy Labor Day Weekend! I was humbled and so
grateful for the efforts of our staff and parish family to
celebrate my 25th Anniversary of Priesthood last weekend! My
anniversary is September 7th but we celebrated last weekend
since we wanted to keep some distance between the anniversary
and the parish picnic. A special thank you to members of the
Rosary Society and Families Together Ministry who did an
amazing job of planning and executing the reception… it was
awesome! I share below the first part of my homily from last
Sunday which was more geared toward our parish and my
family. The excerpt from my Jubilarian Banquet that I had in my
note last weekend was geared more towards the clergy I was
addressing (and is shared further below).

“In today’s Gospel, Matthew 16, we hear Jesus say,
“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it. What profit would there
be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? Or
what can one give in exchange for his life?” That verse reminds
me of the Gospel verse that I chose for my prayer card for
ordination 25 years ago. It was also from Matthew but chapter
20. “But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and the great ones
make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so
among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you
shall be your servant; whoever wishes to be first among you
shall be your slave. Just so, the Son of Man did not come to
be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

That has been a goal throughout my priesthood and I
pray for the grace to be renewed in that every day as St. Paul
says in the 2nd reading from Romans. “I urge you, brothers and
sisters, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.” I
have fallen short of this goal often but am grateful to God for
times he has allowed me to accomplish that goal only by his
grace.

I want to emphasize that celebrating my 25 years of
priesthood and what God has done through me is to celebrate
all those who have walked with me and served with me and
prayed with me throughout these years. I am especially grateful
to the parishes that I have served as parochial vicar- St. Jude in
Erie and Notre Dame in Hermitage, and those I have served as
pastor- St. Mary of Grace in Meadville, St. Joseph in Warren
and of course Our Lady of Peace. I say repeatedly wherever I
am assigned that if the parish is only going to go as far as I
can take it, we aren’t going very far. It has to be all of us
doing our part to accomplish the mission God gives us and all
those communities have jumped in for the mission with me and
we have done some great things together. I acknowledge the
staffs that I have worked with as essential in what I have done-
no way I could have done anything without them- especially the
incredible staff we have here at OLP!

I also know that I could not have made it 25 years
without the great family and friends that God has blessed me
with. Their support, friendship and ability to keep me grounded
and surrounded has been a great source of strength and grace

and stability for me. The combination of personal and spiritual
families and friends that God has given me if such a gift to
me.

I am truly extremely grateful to God for the gift of my
vocation to the priesthood. It is such a privilege that you, my
spiritual children, completely your hearts and lives to me- your
greatest joys and most challenging sorrows- just because I have
been ordained a priest of Jesus Christ and sent to be your
spiritual father. I pray that I never take that gift and privilege
for granted and that I have the grace to allow Christ to work
powerfully through me. I am also grateful and proud to be a
part of the presbyterate of the Diocese of Erie where we do
allow the Holy Spirit to keep us united even in our diversity.

I thank God for creating and calling me to be a priest
and I pray that God can help me reflect outwardly the great
joy I find in my heart and soul in the mission with which he
has blessed me. I really cannot imagine a better vocation than
the one I am so blessed to have- I get to help souls find their
eternal destination in and through Christ. And for that I say…
Praised be Jesus Christ… Now and forever!”

May God bless our week ahead!
Fr. Rich

Our Lady of Peace, patroness of our parish & school…. pray for us!
St. Nicholas, patron of the Erie Catholic School System. pray for us!
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, patroness of the
Catholic Church of the USA… pray for us!
St. Joseph, universal patron of the church…. pray for us!
St. Patrick, patron of the Diocese of Erie…. pray for us!

OOtthheerr nnootteess ffrroomm tthhee ppaassttoorr……
****LLaabboorr DDaayy Join us for HHoollyy MMaassss tthhiiss LLaabboorr DDaayy,,
MMoonnddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 77tthh,, aatt 99 AAMM. Let us come together as a
parish community to pray for all workers, the unemployed, and
those seeking meaningful employment. We will offer our daily
labors to the Lord and ask for His blessings upon the work of
our hands. Please note that the parish office will be closed for
the holiday and will reopen Tuesday morning. Happy Labor Day!
****PPaarriisshh RRaaffffllee We are getting close to our goal of 3,700
tickets. Have you purchased or sold tickets yet? Do you need
more tickets? When everyone does a little, we can accomplish
amazing things! Tickets are available in the church office.
****CChhuurrcchh PPiiccnniicc SScchheedduullee The picnic is one of our parish
highlights and it’s almost here! On SSaattuurrddaayy,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1122tthh wwee
wwiillll ggaatthheerr ffoorr 55ppmm MMaassss iinn tthhee CChhuurrcchh where our Pastoral
Council, PLT and Staff will recommit to serving our parish in
their capacities. Then around 6pm we will have dinner cooked
and served by our Pastoral Council and our Picnic Committee.
The Picnic Committee is mostly made up of our Families
Together Ministry with some others who help plan and execute
one incredible night. Then music by Rooftop Project outside from
6:30-9pm, Face Painting and Magic Steve Balloons from 6:30-
8pm, Bingo from 7-8pm, Bonfire at 8:30pm, Basket Raffle
Drawings and the Parish Raffle Drawings at 9pm and fireworks
at 9:30pm to conclude the night.
****PPaarriisshh PPiiccnniicc NNeeeeddss Raffle basket donations can be
dropped off at the church office. We are also in need of
volunteers to help out; sign-ups are in the vestibule. Families
Together Ministries and the parish cover the costs of the picnic
but donations to defray the cost are welcome.
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SANCTUARY LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory
of John Pulice - Family.
CHAPEL LAMP - The lamp is burning this week in memory of
Tonya Hodas - Friends.

****2255tthh AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy ooff 99--1111 Please pray for continued
healing for all those effected by the events on September 11,
2021, as we recognize the 25th anniversary this week on
Friday. I encourage you to pray the prayer below as part of
your remembrance. WWee wwiillll ooffffeerr tthhee MMaassss ffoorr tthhee PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn
ooff PPeeaaccee aanndd JJuussttiiccee aatt 77aamm aanndd 1122::1100ppmm tthhaatt ddaayy aanndd ssaayy
tthhiiss pprraayyeerr aafftteerr tthhee iinntteerrcceessssiioonnss aatt bbootthh MMaasssseess..

The following prayer was prayed by both Pope Benedict
XVI (on April 20, 2008) and by Pope Francis (on September
25, 2015) when each visited Ground Zero in New York City.
“O God of love, compassion, and healing, look on us, people of
many different faiths and traditions, who gather today at this
site, the scene of incredible violence and pain. We ask you in
your goodness to give eternal light and peace to all who died
here-- the heroic first-responders: our fire fighters, police officers,
emergency service workers, and Port Authority personnel, along
with all the innocent men and women who were victims of this
tragedy simply because their work or service brought them here
on September 11, 2001. We ask you, in your compassion, to
bring healing to those who, because of their presence here that
day, suffer from injuries and illness. Heal, too, the pain of still-
grieving families and all who lost loved ones in this tragedy.
Give them strength to continue their lives with courage and
hope. We are mindful as well of those who suffered death,
injury, and loss on the same day at the Pentagon and in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Our hearts are one with theirs as our
prayer embraces their pain and suffering. God of peace, bring
your peace to our violent world: peace in the hearts of all men
and women and peace among the nations of the earth. Turn to
your way of love those whose hearts and minds are consumed
with hatred. God of understanding, overwhelmed by the
magnitude of this tragedy, we seek your light and guidance as
we confront such terrible events. Grant that those whose lives
were spared may live so that the lives lost here may not have
been lost in vain. Comfort and console us, strengthen us in
hope, and give us the wisdom and courage to work tirelessly
for a world where true peace and love reign among nations and
in the hearts of all. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
© Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
****MMaasssseess tthhiiss WWeeeekk Monday, Sept. 7th- Mass for the
Sanctification of Human Labor; Tuesday, Sept. 8th- The Nativity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Wednesday, Sept. 9th- St. Peter
Claver, Priest (17th Century Missionary to Columbia who
ministered to African slaves for 38 years); Thursday, Sept. 10th-
Weekday in Ordinary Time; Friday, Sept. 11th- Mass for the
Preservation of Peace and Justice; Saturday, Sept. 12th- the
Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
****EExxcceerrpptt ffrroomm FFrr.. RRiicchh’’ss JJuubbiillaarriiaann BBaannqquueett SSppeeeecchh “I
have been pastor at Our Lady of Peace parish in Erie from
2017-2026. I was blessed to overlap with Fr. David Renne for
about 4 months who was truly well-beloved for his 4 years at
OLP. Then over the next nine years I have had five more
Parochial Vicars- Fr. Kyle Seyler (20 months), Fr. Mark Hoffman
(3 years), Fr. Dave Whiteford (1 Year), Fr. Dan Hoffman (1
year), Fr. Nick Fratus (1 year) and now Fr. Luke Daghir
(starting his 2nd year). I am blessed to serve with each of
these brothers in Christ and appreciate how they have all had
an impact in my growth in the priesthood and as a pastor.

There have been many special graces during my
Priesthood that have allowed me get this far but I would like to
point out two of them here…

One- I have been involved in the Jesus Caritas
fraternity of priest for 23 years (since 2003). We started with
a group of 8 men who have stayed together since. The core
group is me, Fr. Chris Singer, Fr. Mark Nowak, Fr. Bill O’Brien
and Fr. David Foradori have been together since 2003. Fr. Dick
Sullivan, Fr. Chuck Schmidt and Fr. Monty Sayers were part of
that original group and have since passed away and we have
added two members over the years in Fr. Jamie Power and Fr.
Kevin Holland. This group has been a great source of fraternity
and spiritual support to me as we have meet 9-10 times a year
for 5 hours including prayer, a meal and life and faith sharing.

Two- My (our) participation in the Amazing Parish
movement. Four years ago I started working with Amazing
Parish. They are essentially a coaching ministry to Catholic
Pastors whom they expect to identify a Parish Leadership Team
who will help the pastor lead the parish in creating a culture of
unceasing prayer, discipleship and healthy teamwork. This has
been a huge gift to me that has not only renewed my
priesthood but has pushed me to be a better pastor and kept
me accountable and has rekindled my spiritual life. They have an
annual retreat for priests which I can honestly say have been
the best retreats I have experienced since being ordained (I have
participated in two).
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Our Lady of Peace…
Pray for us

GGaarraaggee SSaallee PPrroocceeeeddss
Parishioners, Jeanne Marie Ryan and Arlene Chaney, invite you to

support their annual garage sale! For the 12th year, proceeds from
the sale will benefit Hekima Place in Kenya, Africa. Founded as a
girls’ orphanage, Hekima Place has grown to include co-educational
classrooms and community outreach programs that serve children
and families in the surrounding community.
Sale items include new, gently used items, vintage finds,

collectibles, household goods, workshop items, seasonal décor,
crafts, books, clothing and much more. If you’re looking for it, there’s
a good chance you’ll find it here!

33330099 AAssbbuurryy RRooaadd,, 99::0000--55::0000PPMM::
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 66,, 7, 11, 12, 13

All Volunteers Welcome
Sunday Supper Mission

Meal served at
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant

Volunteer to help feed our brothers and sisters in need
by preparing and serving the meal, or kind monetary

contribution to help defray the costs.
Planning Meeting: Wednesday September 16, 7:00PM
Where: Church Meeting Room (downstairs)
What: Select Menu and volunteer for tasks
Who: Any parishioner 15+ years
Date to Serve: Sunday, September 27th, 4:00-5:30pm
Contact: Pete Piotrowski, 814-600-5386 or

Debbie Piotrowski, 814-812-0122

My apologies:
Please note below the corrected dates:
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Our Lady of Peace Parish Membership Form

Name ___________________________________________________ Phone __________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________ Zip ______________________________

Please drop Membership Form into the offertory basket or mail to rectory.

CHECK ONE:
New Registration
Change of Address
Moving out of Parish
Want envelopes

EErriiee CCiittyy MMiissssiioonn VVoolluunntteeeerrss NNeeeeddeedd
We need your help in preparing and cooking food

for our brothers and sisters in need.
DDaatteess aarree SSaattuurrddaayy’’ss::
Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 21, Dec. 19
TTiimmee:: 9:45AM to 1:00PM
WWhheerree:: 11th & French St.
WWhhaatt:: Prepare/Serve the Lunch Meal
TTiimmee:: Any parishioner 15 yrs or older
CCoonnttaacctt:: Scott Barnes, 881-8889

QQuuaalliiffiieess ffoorr
sseerrvviiccee hhoouurrss!!

Our bulletin is supported through the generosity of the
advertisers - many of whom are our parishioners. Most are
members of our local community. Please support our
advertisers with your patronage. Tell the business owner that
you appreciate their support of our parish through their ad in
the bulletin.
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.
Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support themwhen you can.

Find freedom and flexibility in your career.

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

David McIntosh, FIC
General Agent
412-729-2709

david.mcintosh@kofc.org

Become a Knights
of Columbus
insurance agent.
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.
Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support themwhen you can.

Providing household items to those in need. Please consider donating

or volunteering. You can find us on Facebook or at Ahanduperie.org
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